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The 5000 Year Leap 


In The 5000 Year Leap, author W. Cleon Skousen explains the 28 principles that our 
Founding Fathers thought were essential to peace, prosperity, and freedom, and that have 
brought about tremendous progress in the past two centuries. 

Book (2008ed, 337pp, pb, $19.95) BKFTYL 

CD/MP3 format (2007, over 8hrs, $9.95) CDFTYLMP3 

8-CD Audio Set (2007, over 8hrs, $19.95) CDFTYLS8 


America’s God and Country 

This book of quotes consists of profound and inspiring thoughts from our Founding 
Fathers, presidents, statesmen, scientists, and others. These selections eloquently capture 
America’s noble heritage. The material is alphabetically arranged by author, fully footnoted, 
and indexed by subject. (2013ed, 845pp, hb, 1/$24.95ea; 2+/$22.95ea) BKAGCHB 


Give Me Liberty 


This examination of Patrick Henry’s life, compiled in a hard-bound edition, reveals Patrick 
Henry to be a true American patriot and hero. He was both a brilliant orator and revered 
statesman whose love of liberty helped fuel the fire of the American War for Independence. 
(1997, 285pp, hb, 1/$33.95ea; 2+/$30.95ea) BKGML 


The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
This pocket-size booklet (approximately 3.5" x 5") contains the two most important 
documents in American political history. It is a great reference to have on hand to defend 
constitutional principles. (2013ed, 48pp, pb, 1-9/$2.00ea; 10-49/$1.75ea; 50-74/$1.50ea; 
75-99/$1.25ea; 100+/$1.00ea) BKLTDIC 
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Man, Freedom & Government 

Enhanced remake of Ezra Taft Benson’s 1968 filmstrip classic. This DVD 
provides a roadmap for restoring our freedoms and rights. 

Sleeved DVD (2005, 24min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDMFGPS 

Cased DVD (2005, 24min, 1-9/$5.95ea; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-49/$3.95ea; 
50-99/$2.95ea; 100-249/$2.25ea; 250+/$1.75ea) DVDMFG 


The Constitution Is the Solution Lecture Series 
Most Americans are not taught what’s in the Constitution, nor are 
they aware of its limitations on government that have helped make 
America great. With this lecture series from The John Birch Society, 
you can help lead concerned Americans into activism. (2017ed, 190 
total minutes, six-DVD set, includes Manual & Lecture Guide CD, and 
Lecture Materials Packet; 1-4/$45.00ea; 5-9/$35.00ea; 10-19/$29.00ea; 


20+/$22.00ea). DVDSCSCMP 


Overview of America (Available in Spanish) 

This video explains in a simple fashion the different systems of government 
throughout the world and the different economic principles underlying 
each type of government — and why freedom means prosperity. 

Sleeved DVD (2007, 29min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDOOAPS 

Cased DVD (2007, 29min, 1-9/$5.95ea; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-99/$3.95ea; 
DVDOOA 
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Sea Level Lies 

by Ed Hiserodt & Rebecca Terrell — Major media is flooded with 
warnings of imminent peril from irreversible sea level rise. Should 
you be donning your water wings? 


Climate Alarmists Go Hysterical 

by William F Jasper — Science has been exposing one global- 
warming falsehood after another. Predictably, the $1 trillion-a-year 
climate-alarmist industry is screaming. 


MIT President’s “Scientific Consensus” 


Demolished by Realists 

by John F McManus — MIT’s Rafael Reif claims there’s an 
“overwhelming” consensus among scientists supporting his global- 
warming alarmism. He should know better. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Al Gore, “Energy Hog” Hypocrite 
by William F Jasper — Though Al Gore pushes plans that will cause 
huge rises in energy costs, he guzzles electricity. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


An Inconvenient Travesty 
by Dennis Bebreandt — Al Gore's new “documentary” counts on 
viewers being scientifically and historically ignorant. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Amelia Earhart’s Life and Disappearance 

by Lisa Shaw — Though Amelia Earhart disappeared 80 years ago 
while trying to circumnavigate the globe in an airplane, controversy 
still surrounds her fate. 


THE LAST WORD 
The UN Paris Agreement on Climate Still Alive 
by Alex Newman 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Term-limit Troubles 


In a letter to the editor in the August 7, 
2017 issue entitled “Talking Term Limits,” 
William Baker advocated term limits as 
the solution to America’s problems. 

I find it unthinkable that term limits 
would improve our state of affairs. I’ve 
lived in states with term limits: When 
politicians are term-limited out, they sim- 
ply seek another office. Term limits won’t 
solve the problem of unprincipled career- 
politicians. An interesting fact is that Cal- 
ifornia has term limits. Unfortunately, it 
hasn’t helped them much. An uninformed 
electorate would continue electing power- 
seeking politicians until they were en- 
slaved by them. 

And that’s exactly the problem: an un- 
informed electorate. 

Consider the ill-informed constituents 
of Nancy Pelosi’s district; if Pelosi were 
term-limited out, could we expect her con- 
stituents to suddenly replace her with a 
constitutionalist? Hardly. Only a massive 
educational campaign in her district would 
enable a constitutionalist to be elected. A 
simple majority of her constituents need to 
learn and embrace Americanist principles. 
It is the constitutional understanding of vot- 
ers (or the lack thereof) that determines who 
is elected to every level of government. 

Baker stated, “When a person is elected 
to Congress, usually his only objective is 
to get reelected, and to do that he needs the 
support of his party. To get that support, he 
must obey the party leaders or face being a 
one-term congressman.” 

True, theyll do whatever it takes to 
stay in office, which involves doing the 
bidding of those with the most influence. 

In most districts, unfortunately, the big- 
gest influences are media and political 
parties. Politicians vote accordingly. But 
in districts where the electorate is consti- 
tutionally informed, they vote for consti- 
tutionalists. In these cases, no matter what 
The Party says, if a politician wants to be 
reelected, he will vote the way his constit- 
uents want him to. The power is ultimately 
in We the People. 

Politicians’ passion for reelection is the 
best motivation for good behavior in office 
— when their constituents are responsibly 
informed. Term limits remove motivation 
for good behavior. 

LIBERTY STEVENS 
Sent via e-mail 


Educating Our Children 


I found your recent cover story from the 
July 24, 2017 issue, “What Is the Alter- 
native as Public Schools Degenerate,” to 
be excellently written and I agree with all 
its premises. The American public school 
system is, by and large, a mouthpiece for 
the secular and humanist Left, perhaps not 
in every classroom, but absolutely from a 
systemic level. What I found discouraging 
was that the article was long on symptoms 
and short on cure. Although I am sure 
FreedomProject Academy is a great op- 
tion for many, it cannot serve those fami- 
lies looking for a traditional (physical) 
option for their students. Homeschooling 
and online-hybrid options require at least 
one parent in the home, and unfortunately, 
this is becoming more rare as dual-income 
families are typically the norm in Ameri- 
can households. 

One option for families looking for a 
traditional school system (without the 
leftist curriculum) is locating a classical 
Christian school in their area. There are 
currently more than 275 throughout all 
50 states (check the Association of Clas- 
sical Christian Schools for a list of affili- 
ated schools). These schools offer all the 
benefits of a traditional school program: 
physical teachers, peers, classrooms, ath- 
letics, arts, music, etc., with the added 
benefit of an actual substantive educa- 
tion. Classically educated students, with 
a developed Christian worldview, stand 
out from their peers in their ability to 
learn, think, write, reason, and speak. 
Throughout the nation they outperform 
their governmentally indoctrinated peers 
in college acceptance letters, scholar- 
ship opportunities, internships, and job 
offers, not to mention moral and ethi- 
cal judgment and relationships. I cannot 
speak for every associated school, but at 
our school we are 100 percent rejecting 
Common Core standards, curriculum, 
and texts. 

JEFF BUTTON 

K-12 Director 

Liberty Classical Academy 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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North Korea: Globalist Pawn? 
Unlike how the country is usually portrayed, 
North Korea is not a solo actor on the world 
stage: It has many benefactors, including 
Russia, China, and the United Nations. In 
return North Korea does its benefactors’ 
bidding. (August 21, 2017, 48pp) TNA170821 


Final Days of CNN? 

The Cable News Network (CNN) has been 
doubling down on Fake News stories pertaining 
to President Donald Trump and Republicans, 
which has resulted in massive viewer 
defections. And it shows no signs of stopping. 
(August 7, 2017, 48pp) TNA170807 
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Sea Level Lies 


There’s a constant refrain that because of 


human-caused global warming, oceans 
are rising abnormally quickly and will 
soon submerge coastlines and cause 
mass migration. However, top sea level 
experts say it just ain’t so. Find out why. 
(September 4, 2017, 48pp) TNA170904 
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Fix Should We Follow? 

A great healthcare debate was taking place 
even before the GOP released an ObamaCare 
replacement plan. We analyze the possible 
ways that America’s healthcare system could be 
altered, and tell which plan has the best chance 
of succeeding. (March 20,2017,48pp) TNA170320 


What on Earth Is Happening 

to Our Temperature? 

Trillions of dollars in government spending 
might hinge on whether or not the climate 
is indeed warming. The answer, however, 
depends on where the thermometers are 
placed. (April 3, 2017, 48pp) TNA170403 
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IMF Boss Threatens to Ditch United States for Communist China, Again 


International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Christine 
Lagarde again threatened that the controversial globalist insti- 
tution she runs could move its headquarters from Washington, 
D.C., to Beijing. It is the second time the IMF chief has made 
the threat publicly in recent years. And it comes as the globalist 
establishment openly grooms the mass-murdering Communist 
Chinese dictatorship for a leading role in what top globalists and 
communists often refer to as the “New World Order.” 

Speaking July 24 at an event hosted by the Center for Global 
Development, a left-wing globalist think tank funded by taxpay- 


ers and fervent globalists such as Bill Gates, George Soros, and 
the Rockefellers, Lagarde noted that emerging economies were 
growing quickly. “Which might very well mean, that if we have 
this conversation in 10 years time ... we might not be sitting in 
Washington, D.C.,” said Lagarde, who was convicted of “neg- 
ligence” late last year as part of an official corruption scandal. 
“We'll do it in our Beijing head office.” 

In essence, Lagarde noted that, if current trends on Communist 
Chinese economic growth continue, the IMF will give Beijing 
and its allies more influence in the fund’s decision making. And 
because the IMF’s bylaws call for it to be headquartered in the 
largest member economy, that could eventually be China — at 
least if globalists succeed in further handicapping the U.S. econ- 
omy while boosting China’s using schemes such as the United 
Nations “climate” regime known as the Paris Agreement. As this 
magazine has documented, the UN pseudo-treaty would transfer 
vast sums of wealth and productive capacity from America to 
China under the guise of “climate change.” 

Instead of being intimidated by the threats of Lagarde and 
other globalists to let Beijing run the “New World Order,” the 
U.S. government would be wise to withdraw from the IMF and 
evict its headquarters — along with the UN, the World Bank, and 
other such establishment-controlled outfits. Let Beijing have the 
IMF, and the UN too. Then Washington, D.C., can focus on put- 
ting America first instead. 


Pressure Building to Pass National Reciprocity 


With the newest Republican Representative from Georgia, Karen 
Handel, cosponsoring HR 38 on August 8, there are now 208 co- 
sponsors of the national concealed-carry reciprocity bill. That bill 
was introduced in the House by Representative Richard Hudson 
(R-N.C.) in January, with a companion bill being introduced in 
the Senate simultaneously by Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas). 
With Handel’s endorsement, that means passage by the House is 
just nine votes away. 

The bill is gaining momentum in part because of problems aris- 
ing in municipalities such as New York City, which has jailed out- 
of-state travelers for violating its stringent anti-gun laws. A video 
interview by Reason magazine featuring John Stossel, posted on 
YouTube August 8, told the story of two unsuspecting citizens 
caught in New York City’s gun-control web. 

Patricia Jordan and Avi Wolf, both from Georgia, were arrest- 
ed at La Guardia airport for violating the city’s gun laws. Even 
though they both had called TSA to get current on rules about 
flying with firearms, and had followed those rules carefully, each 
spent a day and a night in a New York City jail, months of un- 
certainty until their cases were settled, and between $15,000 and 
$17,000 for attorneys’ fees. Stossel made the point that this is 
happening nearly on a weekly basis in the city. 

The House Judiciary Committee will be holding hearings on 
the bill in the middle of September. While it’s expected to pass 


the House handily, it faces tougher sledding in the Senate, where 
Democrats have promised a filibuster. Working for passage, 
however, is the political mathematics facing the Senate in 2018, 
where 24 Democrat Senate seats are open, including many in red 
states where national reciprocity is getting traction. As neither 
House Speaker Paul Ryan nor Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell seems interested in pushing the bill, it will have to have 
increasing public support for it to come to President Trump’s 
desk for signing. 
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OPEC Members Continue Noncompliance 
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The Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA) noted in its 
latest report released on August 11 that noncompliance among 
OPEC’s members, and those nonmembers who also agreed to 
cut oil production, increased again in July. Noncompliance is the 
death knell for any cartel, and OPEC is no exception. 

Specifically, noncompliance among the cartel’s members rose 
to 25 percent in July, the highest since the agreement was inked 
in January. Among non-OPEC members who signed on to that 
agreement, noncompliance was at 33 percent in July. 

Put another way, the cartel — both its members and its coop- 


erating nonmembers — hoped to reduce crude oil production 
enough to bring the world supply/demand equation into “bal- 
ance.” That “balance” is supposed to happen when world crude 
supplies decline to a five-year average of around 2.7 billion bar- 
rels. At present, those supplies are at more than three billion, and 
climbing. Total OPEC production rose by nearly 500,000 barrels 
in July, instead of declining as per the January agreement. 

Those most responsible for ignoring the agreement and going 
their own way include Algeria, Iraq, and the UAE (United Arab 
Emirates). Libya and Nigeria have been exempted from the 
agreement and are producing all they can. 

OPEC has only two tools at its disposal: control of production, 
and words. As the cartel loses control of production thanks to 
increasing noncompliance by its members, it must rely on words. 
In anticipation of the report from the IEA, OPEC held a meeting 
with some of the noncomplying members earlier in the week, 
calling them to task for their waywardness (“laggards” was the 
term used) and then ending the meeting with a press release de- 
signed to soothe the skeptics: “All [laggards] expressed their full 
support of the existing monitoring mechanism and their willing- 
ness to cooperate.” 

This changes nothing. The reality is that the cartel’s increased 
fraying at the edges could threaten its very existence. 


Trump Doesn’t Rule Out Use of Military Force in Venezuela 


Following the issuance of the “Lima Declaration” on August 
11 stating that “Venezuela is no longer a democracy,” signed by 
nearly a dozen South American countries as well as Canada, Pres- 
ident Trump had the opportunity to back off on previous threats of 
possibly using military force to oust Venezuela’s Marxist dictator 
Nicolas Maduro. Instead he ramped them up, declaring, ““We have 
many options.... This is our neighbor. We are all over the world 
and we have troops all over the world in places that are very, very 
far away. Venezuela is not very far away and the people are suf- 
fering. They’re dying. We have many options for Venezuela in- 
cluding a possible military option, if necessary.... I’m not going 
to rule out a military option. Venezuela is a mess.” 

The situation in Venezuela is very different from the crisis in 
North Korea. That communist country has threatened Guam, an 
unincorporated territory of the United States. The dictator, Su- 
preme Leader Kim Jong-un, has fired several ICBMs that, accord- 
ing to U.S. military experts, not only have the range to reach Guam 
but the capacity to carry nuclear payloads. With North Korea, 
President Trump is putting diplomacy ahead of military threats. 

Regarding Venezuela, Trump has ruled out diplomacy. When 
Maduro offered to meet with Trump while the two would be at- 
tending the UN General Assembly in New York City in Septem- 
ber, the White House’s snub was emphatic: “The United States 
stands with the people of Venezuela in the face of their continued 
aggression by the Maduro regime. President Trump will gladly 
speak with the leader of Venezuela as soon as democracy is re- 
stored in that country.” 


And so, while the president has deemed North Korea a threat to 
the national security of the United States, he is using diplomacy 
to defuse and resolve the crisis. But in Venezuela, which isn’t 
conceivably posing any sort of threat to the national security of 
the United States, he is skipping the diplomacy part altogether 
and threatening military “options” to get rid of Maduro. 


Nicolas 
Maduro 
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QUICKQUOTES 


Actor Not Surprised at Trump’s “Attack” on LGBT People 

“To those who believed Trump would be a friend to LGBTs, it’s time to 
admit you were conned.” 

American actor, director, author, activist supporter of the LGBT lobby, 
and professed homosexual George Takei is classified by some in the 
media as a champion of “human rights.” 


Attorney General Targets Healthcare Fraud 

“Too many trusted medical professionals like doctors and nurses and 
pharmacists have chosen to violate their oaths and put greed ahead of (EGURE 

their patients. Some have made the practices into multi-million dollar el 

enterprises.” 

Charging 412 medical professionals (56 doctors) with fraud that cost taxpayers $1.3 billion, Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions announced their arrests. He claimed that the fraudulent monetary arrangements 
contributed to the nation’ opioid crisis. 


Famed Arizona Sheriff Convicted for Targeting Immigrants 

“Clearly, the election of Donald Trump shows that Joe Arpaio won the 

war but he lost this particular battle. Like any good American citizen, he 

recognized his obligation and was willing to pay the price for a form of 
civil disobedience.” 

As president of the Federation for American Immigration Reform, Dan 

Stein defended the embattled former Maricopa County (Arizona) sheriff 
who was convicted of violating laws that ban illegal stops and detentions. 


Planned Parenthood Head Says Democrats Must Support Abortion 
“Women’s health and rights are non-negotiable — including access to 
abortion. We will hold any politician who says otherwise accountable.” 
Especially angered by Congressman Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.), the pro-life chairman of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, Planned Parenthood leader Cecile Richards even claims that 
one can t be a Democrat if he or she wont support abortion. 


AP Images 


UAW Rejected by Mississippi Workers 

“T didn’t have a 401(k) and I had only one week of vacation. Now I have four weeks of vacation. I’m 
off on every holiday. Nissan has provided a great living for me.” 

Contrasting what he had while formerly employed at a restaurant, Marvin Cooke now works as a paint 
technician at Mississippi's Nissan plant. Dealing the United Auto Workers a decisive blow, more than 
60 percent of the workers rejected the unions attempt to become their bargaining agent. 


Transgender Persons Prove to Be Expensive When in the Military 

“TOfficials representing the Army and the Marines] would say, ‘so now you’re telling me that we’re 
going to admit a cohort of people who almost by definition will need medical care.’” 

Serving as acting undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness during 2015-2016, Brad 
Carson recalls some of the objections to having transgender personnel in the military voiced then by 
senior military officials. 


Attorney General Responds to Chicago Leader’s Defiance 

“[Mayor Rahm Emanuel and other Chicago officials] have demonstrated 
an open hostility to enforcing laws to protect law enforcement — federal, 
state and local — and reduce crime. Instead, they have adopted an official 
policy of protecting criminal aliens who prey on local residents. The city’s 
leaders cannot follow some laws and ignore others and reasonably expect 
this horrific situation to improve.” 

Angered by a threat to cut off federal funds for sanctuary cities, Mayor 


Emanuel filed suit against the Justice Department. His defiance elicited 
a justifiable response from Attorney General Jeff Sessions. @ Jeff 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus ae Sessions 
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Major media is flooded with warnings of imminent peril from irreversible sea level rise. 
Should you be donning your water wings? 


by Ed Hiserodt & Rebecca Terrell 


ince President Donald Trump an- 
S nounced his intent to withdraw the 
United States from the globalist- 
spawned Paris agreement, climate alarm- 


ists have gone into apoplectic apocalyptic 


10 


tailspin. After the president’s June | an- 
nouncement, actor/activist Leonardo Di- 
Caprio lamented that “today, our planet 
suffered.” Comedienne Bette Midler la- 
beled Trump a “destructive megaloma- 
niac.” Filmmaker Michael Moore tweet- 
ed that “Trump just committed a crime 


against humanity,” while billionaire envi- 
ronmentalist Tom Steyer spat, “The Trump 
Administration has just committed assault 
and battery on the future of the American 
people. There can be no excuse for this 
willful crime.” 

Some are even calling for his im- 
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peachment over his stated intent to keep 


his campaign promise to the American New Orleans was set up for disaster, not from man- 


people. Writing for the Huffington Post, 
Marjorie Cohn accused the president of 
committing a “High Crime.” This profes- 
sor emerita at Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law said Trump’s move threatens “inter- 
national peace and security” and the “very 
foundations of civilization.” 

If that sounds slightly to the Chicken 
Little extreme, keep in mind that these 
radicals blame man-made climate change 
for increases in violent storms, farm- 
land destruction, food shortages, floods, 
drought, heat waves, blizzards, insect- 
borne disease, and species extinction. For 
example, in 2005 the journal Science ar- 
gued that “global data indicate a 30-year 
trend toward more frequent and intense 
hurricanes.” Happily, reality proved other- 
wise. No Category 4 or 5 hurricanes have 
affected the United States since 2005. 
Katrina was a Category 3 storm when she 
slammed into poorly protected Louisiana 
that year. (According to NASA, hurri- 
canes are classified by wind speed, with 
Category 3 winds “similar, or close, to the 
serving speed of professional tennis play- 
ers.”) New Orleans was set up for disaster, 
not from man-made climate change, but 
thanks to the federal government’s ab- 
surd insistence on developing residential 
areas in low-lying swamp land, while for 
decades neglecting necessary, Congress- 
sanctioned levee improvement. 

The 2012 media-classified “Super- 
storm” Sandy was also Category 3 at its 
peak when it hit Cuba, but by the time 
it made U.S. landfall, NOAA’s National 
Hurricane Center had downgraded it to a 
post-tropical cyclone. As destructive as 
Sandy was, it was her storm surges com- 
bined with high tides that caused flooding 
across the Northeast. Though alarmists at- 
tribute her damage to man-made sea level 
rise, Sandy behaved as similar storms 
always have and always will: Offshore 
winds pushed water ashore. A few frac- 
tions of an inch in sea level rise pales in 
comparison to a 15-20 foot storm surge. 

Alarmists are also fond of citing in- 
creases in extreme tornadoes. Wrong 
again! There has been a marked down- 
ward trend in “strong to violent torna- 
does” since the 1950s, according NOAA. 
Tornado intensity is classified by the Fu- 
jita Scale, based on the measure of dam- 
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made climate change, but thanks to the federal 
government's absurd insistence on developing 
residential areas in low-lying Swamp land, while for 
decades neglecting necessary, Congress-sanctioned 


levee improvement. 


age to buildings and vegetation. Severe 
storms are classed as F3 or greater, with 
wind speeds at least 158 miles per hour, 
while F5 twisters can top 300 mph. The 
national average number of F3+ torna- 
does from 1954 to 1983 was 56.3, while 
the same average from 1984 to 2014 was 
36.9. Moreover, NOAA’s list of “Ten 
Deadliest Documented Tornado Events” 
includes only one storm in the past 60 
years: 2011 in Joplin, Missouri, which 
ranks seventh. The other nine occurred 
between 1840 and 1953. Additionally, the 
National Weather Service’s Storm Pre- 
diction Center reports that 17 Americans 
died in tornadoes last year. That’s the 
smallest number of fatalities in 30 years; 
the second fewest in more than 60 years. 

And so it goes. In almost every case of 
alarmist hand-wringing, plain truth flies in 
the face of their panic-laced predictions. 
NOAA records show the upward trend 


in rainfall since 1895 has significantly 
slackened since 1976. So much for flood- 
ing. Also, droughts have become shorter, 
less frequent, and smaller in area. In July, 
drought in the United States fell to a rec- 
ord low, according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, a collaborative project of NOAA, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
the National Drought Mitigation Center. 
“Since 2013 the world and the United 
States have had a remarkable stretch of 
good fortune with respect to extreme 
weather,” noted environmental studies 
expert Dr. Roger Pielke, Jr., who testified 
before the U.S. House Committee on Sci- 
ence, Space and Technology in March. 
“The lack of evidence to support claims 
of increasing frequency or intensity of 
hurricanes, floods, drought or tornadoes 
on climate timescales is also supported 
by the most recent assessments of the 
IPCC and the broader peer reviewed lit- 
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A “spontaneous” mob: Climate alarmists joined leftists around the globe to criticize | President 


——— 


Trump’s announcement that the United States was withdrawing from the Paris climate accord. 
The accord has no legal standing, as the pseudo-treaty was not ratified by the U.S. Senate. 
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In almost every case of alarmist hand-wringing, plain 
truth flies in the face of their panic-laced predictions. 
NOAA records show the upward trend in rainfall since 
1895 has significantly slackened since 1976. SO much 
for flooding. Also, droughts have become shorter, less 


frequent, and smaller in area. 


erature on which the IPCC is based.” (The 
IPCC is the highly influential United Na- 
tions Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Governments worldwide base 
their climate laws and regulations on the 
findings of regularly published IPCC as- 
sessment reports.) 

But the greatest climate bogie in the 
alarmist arsenal is sea level rise. Cata- 
strophic, irreversible, unstoppable — a 
few of the hysterical terms climate doom- 
sayers use to describe this supposed threat 
to humanity. “Under the high emissions 
scenario, the 22nd century would be the 
century of hell,” claimed Ben Strauss of 
Climate Central, a government-funded- 
yet-self-proclaimed “independent” re- 
search group in New Jersey. Referring to 
a study published in the journal Nature 
earlier this year, Strauss told the Washing- 
ton Post, “There would really be an un- 
thinkable level of sea rise. It would erase 


many major cities and some nations from 
the map.” In January, NOAA predicted a 
sea level rise of as much as 8.2 feet by the 
year 2100. And who can forget Al Gore’s 
disastrous scenarios in his oft-debunked 
2006 film, An Inconvenient Truth, of cities 
such as San Francisco and Manhattan and 
most of the state of Florida under water. 

Is this a clear and present danger, or the 
hyperbole that leftist radicals use to scare 
us into submission to world government? 
Perhaps we should know more about this 
sea level phenomenon. 


Eustatic Sea Level Rise 

Partially fill a bowl with water, and two 
things can cause the level to rise: adding 
water, or reducing the volume of the bowl. 
Sea level rises for these same reasons, 
known as eustasy: uniformly global sea 
level change due to ocean water quantity 
or a change in the shape of ocean basins. 


What if the land sinks — or rises? Measure of “actual” mean sea level (MSL) is complicated by 


geological movement of the reference point. 


Changes in ocean basin shape take place 
slowly and almost imperceptibly through 
geologic processes such as sedimentation 
and movement of the tectonic plates, i.e., 
sub-layers of Earth’s crust where seismic 
activity occurs. The quantity of ocean 
water changes only slightly more quickly. 
Three factors affect its volume. One is ju- 
venile water, or water added by volcanism 
—a minor player in sea level rise. 

Changes in water temperature also af- 
fect volume. As liquid water heats, it ex- 
pands. For each degree Celsius increase in 
mean water temperature, the sea level rises 
about two meters or six feet. Like tectonic 
activity, it is a slow process. How slow? 
The following illustration gives an idea. 

NOAA reports that the global mean tem- 
perature of land and ocean has increased 
about 0.7 degrees Celsius (1.3 degrees 
Fahrenheit) over the past 135 years. So it 
has taken roughly 100 years for a 0.5 de- 
gree Celsius rise in air temperature to occur. 
While the atmosphere is higher in altitude 
than the average 2.25 miles in ocean depth, 
the much higher density of water and its un- 
usually high specific heat (energy required 
to raise one gram of a substance by one 
degree Celsius) means it takes about 1,000 
times the energy to raise ocean temperature 
one degree than to effect a similar increase 
in air temperature. This gives us roughly 
100,000 years to worry about changes in 
ocean temperature. 

Glaciation is the third factor affect- 
ing ocean volume. Geologists identify at 
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A range of answers, none unnaturally high: This table from the University of Colorado shows 
variances in sea level rise from different tide gauges. Those in this table indicate a rise of between 


4.7 and 11.0 inches per century. 


least nine ice ages in Earth’s history, in- 
terrupted by relatively short, warmer “in- 
terglacial” periods, such as the Holocene 
Epoch, which we are enjoying right now. 
During the glacial phases, ice covers 
large parts of the Northern Hemisphere 
at latitudes as far south as Chicago and 
Boston. Oceans provide water for these 
vast ice sheets, dramatically affecting sea 
level. “About 21,000 years ago, during 
the last glacial maximum, sea level was 
about 125 meters (about 410 feet) lower 
than it is today,” reads the website for the 
Department of Interior’s U.S. Geological 
Survey. Long before that, “about 125,000 
years ago, during a warmer climatic in- 
terval ... sea level was about 6 meters 
(about 19.7 feet) higher than it is today.” 
As temperatures remain relatively stable 
— which they have over the last 20 years 
— the sea level rise from melting glaciers 
poses little concern. 


Apparent Sea Level Rise 

While eustasy results in real sea level 
change, a number of factors can trick us 
into thinking sea level is rising when it 
really isn’t. Subduction is one such phe- 
nomenon. The edge of one tectonic plate 
overlaps another, influencing local tidal 
readings with the impression that sea 
level varies since an observer’s refer- 
ence point changes. Japan, which sits on 
the Pacific “Ring of Fire” where a large 
number of earthquakes and volcanoes 
occur, offers an example of subduction’s 
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effects. Tidal gauges at Owase on the 
eastern shore record a drop in mean sea 
level at a rate of 0.44 feet per 100 years 
(1.3 mm/year), while those in Hamada 
on the west coast log a rise at a rate of 
1.68 feet per century (5.1 mm/year). Sea 
level at Uwajima on the inland Uwa Sea 
has dropped 0.95 feet during the same 
time period (2.9 mm/year). 

Subsidence goes hand-in-hand with 
subduction; it is a gradual caving or sink- 
ing of land. Sink holes are extreme in- 
stances, like that which swallowed two 
Florida houses in July. But subsidence 
usually occurs slowly. A portion of New 
Zealand’s eastern coastline had been grad- 
ually sinking by a few millimeters each 
year, leading to an annual sea level rise 
of up to 6 mm, prior to an earthquake last 
November that raised the area by nearly 
five feet, say researchers at Victoria Uni- 
versity. “If sea level is rising we have to 
add the tectonic effect to get the true sea 
level change,” Professor Tim Stern told 
Stuff. “It’s a very important data set for 
New Zealanders to understand.” 

Other factors that cause apparent sea 
level change are displacement and isos- 
tasy. Displacement produces volcanic is- 
lands such as those in Hawaii and the Phil- 
ippines. Imagine being inside a balloon 
and poking your finger toward the outside. 
There will be a protruding “bump,” while 
the remaining balloon surface retracts. 
Similarly, Earth has just so much non-wa- 
ter mass. As mass goes to new kids on the 


block, other areas must unwillingly con- 
tribute, with a resulting apparent increase 
in sea level. Jsostasy relates to the rebound 
in a land mass after loss of its glacial bur- 
den — a phenomenon still occurring since 
the last ice age — giving the observer an 
apparent drop in sea level. 


Measuring Sea Level 

Measuring local sea level at your beach 
house would seem a simple process. Walk 
out a yard or so into the surf and drive a 
stake into the sand. When the water reach- 
es the highest point, cut a notch. When it 
recedes, cut a notch at the low point. Mea- 
sure half-way between the two, and voila, 
you’ve got your local mean sea level. 

Well, not really. When you go back 
next week, you will likely be cutting new 
notches. If you cut your first notches when 
the moon is full or new (i.e., a spring tide), 
then you will find both your low and high 
tide notches respectively lower and higher, 
since the sun and moon are aligned. Their 
combined tidal pull increases high tides 
and lowers low tides. On the other hand, 
twice a month the sun and moon form 
right angles with Earth — the first and 
third quarter moon phases. Thus gravita- 
tional pull is minimized, and the resulting 
neap tide evinces lower high tides and 
higher low tides. 

Soon your stake is riddled with 
notches, from tidal changes and more. 
Remember “Superstorm” Sandy with 
her high winds and storm surges? Winds 
and storms at sea frequently affect your 
notch-cutting process by piling up tides 
and retarding their flow back to sea. 
Other influences like subduction and 
subsidence are also at work, but how do 
you measure their effects? 

It obviously takes many measurements 
and compensations to arrive at a local 
mean. For the planet, the job is even more 
complicated. The recognized authority 
is the Permanent Service for Mean Sea 
Level (PSMSL) at the Bidston Observa- 
tory in the United Kingdom. Established 
in 1933, the PSMSL includes records as 
early as 1856 in New York. Most of its 
data is based on measurements from more 
than 1,700 tide gauges worldwide. While 
primarily for assisting sailors, fishermen, 
and coastal communities with expected 
tidal conditions, the gauges also provide 
data used for determining mean sea level 
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But the greatest climate bogie in the alarmist arsenal is 
sea level rise. Catastrophic, irreversible, unstoppable 
—a few of the hysterical terms climate doomsayers 
use to describe this Supposed threat to humanity. 


(MSL) and long-term trends. However, in 
terms of Earth’s history, a century or so 
amounts to a mere blip on the radar. 


Not Our First Rodeo 

Our planet is no stranger to extreme 
changes in temperature and sea level. 
Can you imagine Chicago without Lake 
Michigan? The lake only came into ex- 
istence during the last “Great Ice Age,” 
when ice sheets gouged a 22,000-square- 
mile crater up to 900 feet deep, after 
which the global temperature gradually 
— over a 9,000-year span — rose five 
degrees Celsius (nine degrees Fahren- 
heit). Warmer temperatures thawed the 
mile-thick sheets covering much of the 
Northern Hemisphere, including present- 
day Scandinavia, the U.K., Germany, 
Canada, and the Midwestern United 
States. 

This glacier melt returned water to the 
oceans in a reverse of the climatic cycle 
from which the ice sheets were born. 
Scientists believe this cycle has been 
repeated at least five times over the last 
several billion years. With fitful starts 
and stops beginning about 14,000 years 
ago, the sea rose from 400 feet below to 
about 60 feet below its present level. Ap- 
proximately 11,000 years ago rising wa- 
ters separated North America and Asia, 
inundating a land bridge believed to have 
been a grassland up to 600 miles wide. 
In another 20 centuries the rate of sea 
level rise dramatically decreased, from 
23 inches per century to its current rate 
of about 7-8 inches per century. 

Why aren’t these archeological records 
given voice in the current sea level de- 
bate? Just as climate alarmists do not like 
to reveal past global temperatures, neither 
do they dare publicize historic sea level 
records. In their 37-year history, precision 
satellite temperature measurements show 
a rise of only 0.21 degrees Celsius (0.38 
degrees Fahrenheit) — hardly fodder for 
radical doomsday “global warming” dec- 
larations. The situation is very similar 


14 


with regard to sea level lies. Don’t sell 
your oceanfront property yet. Remember: 
Al Gore is buying! 


Threats of a Sea Level Catastrophe 
Radical environmentalists claim that ice 
cap melt and iceberg calving will cause 
catastrophic coastal flooding. We can eas- 
ily answer part of this. How much would 
sea level rise if the northern ice cap melt- 
ed? Ten feet? Two feet? No, too high. Two 
inches? Still too high. 

The answer is: zero — because the 
northern ice cap floats in the Arctic 
Ocean. When ice melts, it contracts, 
causing no change in water level. Does 
your glass of ice water overflow as the 
ice melts? Another real-life example oc- 
curred in July, when an ice sheet the size 
of Delaware broke off Antarctica. Scien- 
tists with the Midas Project at Swansea 
University explained that since the ice 
was floating to begin with, there was no 
rise in sea level. 


But Antarctica contrasts with the North 
Pole, since it is a continent approximately 
5,000 feet above sea level, covered with ice 
about a mile thick. To melt one of its rough- 
ly 5,400,000 cubic miles of ice would take 
the energy equivalent of a one-megaton H- 
bomb. With an average annual temperature 
of -56.9 degrees Fahrenheit, even a rise of 
20 degrees would be unnoticeable, much 
less 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Cel- 
sius), the supposed “tipping point” of con- 
cern to hand-wringing alarmists. 

But suppose a chunk of non-floating ice 
calves off the Antarctic land mass. It is the 
size of Delaware with a thickness of 1,000 
feet — about equivalent to the estimated 
365-cubic-mile Mount Everest. Plunk this 
hypothetical iceberg into the ocean, and 
the world would experience sea level Ar- 
mageddon, right? Only if a quarter-inch 
rise in MSL would make you don your 
water wings. 


The Scare Exposed 

Now that we have a better idea of how sea 
level is measured and what causes real 
and apparent MSL rises, let’s take a look 
at what the actual tide record is saying, 
and whether we have anything to worry 
about. For illustrative purposes, we’ll 
focus on results from one tide gauge on 
each U.S. coast. 
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Overestimating the rise: Sea level rise predictions are based on computer simulations of global 


temperature rise, which suffer from faulty models. 
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Mean Sea Level at Key West, FL, USA (NOAA 8724580, 940-071, PSMSL 188) 
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Mean Sea Level at Neah Bay, WA, USA (NOAA 9443090, 823-001, PSMSL 385) 
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Which do we believe? Tide gauges in Florida an 


d Washington show dramatically different slopes. 


Note the green line denoting the CO> level during the measurement period. 


The first is Key West, Florida — the top 
graph on page 15 — illustrates mean tide 
measurements that record an MSL trend 
of +2.24 millimeters per year based on 
monthly data from 1913 to 2006 — equiv- 
alent to a rise of 8.8 inches per century. 

The lower graph tells the story from 
Neah Bay in Washington State. This graph 
evinces a decrease in MSL of 1.71 milli- 
meters per year or 2.2 inches per century. 
What accounts for the difference? Your 
educated answer may include such terms 
as subduction, subsidence, and isostasy. 

“Tide gauges may move vertically with 
the region as a result of post-glacial re- 
bound, tectonic uplift or crustal subsid- 
ence,” explains the University of Colorado 
CU Sea Level Research Group (SLRG). 
“This greatly complicates the problem of 
determining global sea level change from 
tide gauge data.” SLRG offers the table on 
page 13 listing other studies that used the 
same tide gauges yet arrived at different 
conclusions. With a low of 1.2 millime- 
ters per year (4.7 inches per century) and a 
high of 2.8 millimeters per year (11 inches 
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per century), all this sampling indicates 
is a modest rise in sea level — certainly 
nothing that would require massive gov- 
ernment remediation programs. 

The University of Colorado relies on 
satellite radar altimetry measurements, 
which show a whopping 3 millimeter per 
year rise — equivalent to 11 inches over 
the past century. But there are problems 
with satellite readings, admitted even by 
those who believe in man-made global 
warming. For example, Carl Wunsch, a 
highly decorated professor emeritus of 
oceanography at MIT, wrote about sat- 
ellites: “It remains possible that the da- 
tabase is insufficient to compute mean 
sea-level trends with the accuracy nec- 
essary to discuss the impact of global 
warming — as disappointing as this 
conclusion may be.” 

Wunsch based his statement on a num- 
ber of factors. Satellite technology is still 
in its infancy, having been available only 
since 1992, yielding a very limited data 
set. Varying satellite vehicles and mea- 
suring instruments have been used, pos- 


ing consistency issues. Over time there 
has been marked inconsistency in results 
derived by various groups charged with 
analyzing the data, because each uses 
its own complex system of adjustments. 
Moreover, “it is always slightly worrying 
to see a change in rate at the time of a 
major change in measurement method.” 
So says Vincent Courtillot, professor 
emeritus of geophysics at Paris Diderot 
University, writing a foreword to the 2014 
meta-analysis Sea Level Change: Living 
With Uncertainty by Willem de Lange and 
Robert Carter. “Sea-level varies on many 
time scales,” Courtillot explains, and mea- 
surements made over a few decades can- 
not yield a reliable long-term trend. 

Unfortunately, alarmists ignore the 
logic of Wunsch and Courtillot because 
the satellites are telling them exactly what 
they want to hear. Cite the tide gauges 
until the 1990s, then switch to satellite 
data, and suddenly sea level rise is ac- 
celerating at an alarming rate. Faulty data 
fits their global-warming gimmick. Let’s 
watch the progression of this propaganda 
tactic through IPCC Assessment Reports 
(AR), which unabashedly admit to rely- 
ing on satellite measurements since the 
early 1990s: 

IPCC AR3 (2001): “No significant ac- 
celeration in the rate of sea-level rise dur- 
ing the 20th century has been detected.” 

IPCC AR4 (2007): “Global average sea- 
level rose at an average rate of 1.8 [1.3- 
2.3] mm per year over 1961 to 2003. The 
rate was faster over 1993-2003: about 3.1 
[2.4-3.8] mm per year. Whether the faster 
rate for 1993 to 2003 reflects decadal vari- 
ability or an increase in the longer-term 
trend is unclear.” 

IPCC ARS (2014): “It is very likely that 
the mean rate of global averaged sea level 
rise was 1.7 [1.5 to 1.9] mm/year between 
1901 and 2010 and 3.2 [2.8 to 3.6] mm/ 
year between 1993 and 2010.... Over the 
period 1993-2010, global mean sea level 
rise is, with high confidence, consistent 
with the sum of the observed contribu- 
tions from ocean thermal expansion, due 
to warming, from changes in glaciers, 
the Greenland ice sheet, the Antarctic ice 
sheet and land water storage.” [Emphasis 
in original. ] 

Notice the breakpoint year 1993 men- 
tioned in AR4 and ARS coincides with the 
advent of satellite radar altimetry. Interest- 
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AP Images 


A hand for the country: President Trump welcomes former Oklahoma Attorney General Scott 
Pruitt as EPA administrator. Pruitt has led challenges to the EPA’s overreach for years. 


ingly, de Lange and Carter note: “A recent 
reanalysis of the satellite data, alongside 
the possible contributions from recent 
warming and ice-melt estimates, has given 
arise of 1.3+.09 millimeters per year for 
2005-2011, which is more consistent with 
the tide-gauge measurements.” However, 
they go on to point out: 


The important question is not ‘is 
the long-term rate of sea-level ris- 
ing,’ for the geological, tide-gauge 
and satellite record all agree that it 
is and, other things being equal, will 
continue to do so. Rather, to provide 
evidence for increased rates of rise 
due to human influence necessitates 
that the question be ‘is the rate of 
sea-level rise accelerating?’. The an- 
swer is ‘no’. 


In fact, in their meta-analysis, de Lange 
and Carter discovered that researchers 
who base their work on merged satellite 
and tide gauge readings are those who 
report rampant acceleration beginning in 
the late 20th century. On the other hand, 
scientists who do not rely on satellite data 
have found a deceleration — a slowing of 
the rate of rise — since the mid-20th cen- 
tury. Of particular note are the oft-cited 
findings of P.L. Woodworth (an IPCC 
contributor) and S.J. Holgate, geophysi- 
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cists with the U.K.’s Proudman Oceano- 
graphic Laboratory, who have conducted 
exhaustive research comparing results of 
various studies with original tide gauge 
records. Highly respected as the final 
word on sea level rise, their research has 
been published in such journals as Sci- 
ence, Geophysical Research Letters, and 
The International Journal of Climatol- 
ogy, and has consistently concluded that 
sea level rise accelerated from the late 
19th century to around 1960 but has de- 
celerated since then. 


The Big Picture 
The important question remains: Should 
we be worried? A look at the big picture 
suggests we should not. We are safely 
above low temperatures of the last glacial 
maximum, and still below high tempera- 
tures experienced during significantly 
warmer periods — for instance, when 
Greenland really was green, roughly 
1,000 years ago when Vikings settled and 
farmed there. In = 

2007, researchers [PRR Fey 

at the University Hew Americal 
of Copenhagen |i 

discovered genet- f... = 

ic material under 
more than a mile of 
ice, which proved 
the southern third 
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of Greenland was formerly covered by 
a boreal forest. They told LiveScience: 
“The global ocean was probably between 
three and six feet higher during that time 
compared to current levels.” This indi- 
cates we are entirely within bounds of 
natural sea level variation. 

Those who have something to worry 
about are “climate scientists” accustomed 
to the government-grant gravy train, 
which is leaving the station thanks to 
Trump’s presidency. Announcing intent 
to withdraw from the Paris accord, strip- 
ping the White House website of ominous 
global-warming predictions, and chang- 
ing the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) leadership are daggers in 
the hearts of pseudo-scientists who have 
milked the taxpayers of some $69 billion 
in the government’s attempt to go green. 

Of great significance is the appoint- 
ment of EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. 
Known as the nemesis of that agency’s 
usurpation of congressional authority, 
this former Oklahoma attorney general is 
proposing a “red team, blue team” pub- 
licly televised debate to evaluate the cur- 
rent status of climate science. Supported 
by Energy Secretary Rick Perry, the idea 
has left alarmists floundering. In the 
words of the “Climate Weather Gang” of 
the Washington Post, “[Such debates] are 
dangerous attempts to elevate the status 
of minority opinions, and to undercut the 
legitimacy, objectivity and transparency 
of existing climate science.” 

Yes, they are very worried. Despite 
past decades of relentless propaganda 
claiming “the science is settled,” they 
are quaking at the thought of the general 
public hearing from skeptics heretofore 
silenced by the solid allegiance of left- 
wing media to the climate-change band- 
wagon. Abandoned by the White House, 
they have little to rely on but cheap pub- 
lic-relations stunts, as they desperately 
cling to their ship of deceit — sinking in 
their own sea level lies. 


@ Additional copies of this issue of THE 
NEw AMERICAN are available at quantity- 
discount prices. To place your order, visit 
www.shopjbs.org or see the card between 
pages 34-35. 
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Climate Alarmists Go Hysterical 


AS THEIR THEORY MELTS DOWN 


Science has been exposing one global-warming falsehood after another. Predictably, the 
$1 trillion-a-year climate-alarmist industry is screaming. 


Paris pullout: President Trump delivered a stunning blow to climate-alarm tyranny and UN 
empowerment with his announcement on June 1 that the United States would exit the Paris 
agreement. 


by William F. Jasper 


he year 2016 turned out to be di- 
| sastrous for the global-warming 
Doomsday Lobby. This year is 
shaping up as one that will deliver an even 
bigger setback — politically, scientifically, 
economically, and socially — to the forces 
of climate alarmism. The big political blow 
last year came, of course, with the election 
of Donald Trump. His announcement earli- 
er this year of his decision to pull the United 
States out of the UN’s Paris climate accord 
sent climate activists across the globe into 
an apoplectic fury that continues unabated. 
President Trump’s move on the Paris deal 
represents not only a tectonic shift from 
the position of the Obama administration, 
but the first major political reversal on this 
issue by an American administration — Re- 
publican or Democrat — in the past two- 
and-a-half decades. 
However, while the political implications 
of the “Trump Effect’ continue to dominate 
public discourse on global warming, there 
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are many additional challenges that have 
sent the climate alarmists into full-blown 
panic mode. Because the “mainstream 
media” have been (and continue to be) so 
totally “in the tank” on this issue and have 
done their best to prevent the public from 
learning about these crucial developments, 
we will be examining a number of the most 
important of them in this article. They in- 
clude the very inconvenient truths: 

¢ “Pause” shock: Contrary to media 
hype, global temperatures have been sta- 
ble — “on pause” — for the past 20 years; 

¢ Sticker shock: The UN Paris deal 
would cost $100 trillion, to supposedly 
achieve a minuscule reduction of a few 
hundredths of a degree Celsius; 

¢ Data fraud: Scientists and researchers 
have repeatedly caught NOAA, NASA, 
and other government agencies “adjust- 
ing” the temperature data; 

¢ Data shock: When fraudulent data 
adjustments are discounted, the climate- 
warming crisis disappears; 

* Gore fail: Despite massive media pro- 


motion, Al Gore’s 2017 movie sequel has 
been a colossal flop; 

¢ Fear flop: Despite non-stop govern- 
ment and media fearmongering, fear of 
global warming rates at the bottom of 
public concerns; 

¢ Debate fright: Trump administration 
calls for scientists to engage in an open, 
public debate have alarmists in terror of 
exposure; 

¢ Computer crash: Alarmists now admit 
that all of their climate computer models 
have epically failed and have greatly ex- 
aggerated planetary warming; 

¢ Consensus fraud: The endlessly re- 
peated “97 percent of climate scientists” 
claim has been exposed as being only a 
tiny 0.5-1 percent; 

¢ Carbon profiteering: Al Gore and his 
corporate cronies intend to make billions 
by forcing the rest of us to pay for “car- 
bon credits,” “carbon taxes,” and “carbon 
pricing”; 

¢ Elite hypocrisy: Celebrities, politicians, 
and billionaires call for sacrifice and im- 
posing CO, manacles on humanity while 
exempting their own lavish lifestyles; 

* Cooling sun: Increasing numbers of sci- 
entists and scientific studies are predicting 
we are entering a Grand Solar Minimum, 
with years (or decades) of reduced solar ac- 
tivity and cooler Earth temperatures. 

These and other developments would 
sound the death knell not only for the 
global-warming campaign, but for the UN 
itself, if they were widely known, which 
is why the politicians and the media shills 
promoting the anthropogenic (human- 
caused) global warming, or AGW, theme 
are so furiously flogging new fright sto- 
ries to keep the American public distracted 
from learning the truth. 


“Trump the Terrible” 

“This decision is an immoral assault on 
... everyone on this planet,” declared New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, after 
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President Trump announced he was re- 
versing President Obama’s illegal and 
unconstitutional signing of the Paris cli- 
mate agreement. Economist Jeffrey Sachs, 
director of Columbia University’s Center 
for Sustainable Development and of the 
UN Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network, said Trump’s withdrawal “is 
not just dangerous for the world; it is also 
sociopathic.” “Without remorse, Trump is 
willfully inflicting harm on others,” Sachs 
insisted, and “is knowingly and brazenly 
jeopardizing the planet.” 

Hedge-fund billionaire Tom Steyer, a left- 
wing pal of George Soros, called Trump’s 
Paris exit “traitorous” and an “act of war.” 
Activist Steyer tweeted: “If Trump pulls the 
US out of the #ParisAgreement he will be 
committing a traitorous act of war against 
the American people.” Al Gore called 
Trump’s move “reckless and indefensible.” 

Physicist Stephen Hawking offered 
some of the most extreme (and unscientif- 
ic) fear-mongering, warning that President 
Trump’s action could lead to irreversible 
damage and turn Earth into an unlivable 
planet like Venus. “We are close to the tip- 
ping point where global warming becomes 
irreversible. Trump’s action could push 
the Earth over the brink, to become like 
Venus, with a temperature of 250 degrees, 
and raining sulphuric acid,” Hawking ab- 
surdly claimed in a BBC interview. 

On and on it goes, with ludicrous, 
Chicken Little, end-of-the-world predic- 
tions fused to anti-Trump execrations. The 
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immigration-migration-refugee issue may 
be the only other topic that matches global 
warming for cranking up the Trump De- 
rangement Syndrome to supernova inten- 
sity among globalists and true believers on 
the left. And as with the immigration issue, 
much of this AGW passion is aimed at sab- 
otaging President Trump’s efforts to undo 
the Obama agenda. Like so much of his 
“legacy,” President Obama’s “ratification” 
of the Paris climate treaty and his commit- 
ment of U.S. taxpayers to fund the massive 
scheme were completely unconstitutional. 
President Trump’s executive action in this 
matter merely reverses President Obama’s 
illegal executive action. But of course, 
Trump has gone further, with actions that 
threaten to undo the terrible damage done 
by Obama’s war on energy, especially his 
jihad against coal and carbon-based fuels. 


The “Pause” Shock 

For more than two decades, our world 
has been subjected to a non-stop satura- 
tion bombing of apocalyptic headlines and 
nightmare scenarios regarding the “exis- 
tential threat” of global warming. Since the 
United Nations “Earth Summit” in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1992, three generations of earth- 
lings have been marinating in this anthro- 
pogenic global-warming fear sauce. Thus, 
it has come as a shock to many of these 
victims to learn that, contrary to the inces- 
sant AGW propaganda drumbeat, global 
surface temperatures have not been rising 
for the past 20 years. That’s right, although 


you may not have heard or read about this 
fact amid all the constant bloviations by the 
politicians and media about the supposed 
climate crisis. However, it is a fact that even 
many of the top alarmists now acknowledge 
(even as many of them twist into pretzels in 
their attempts to explain it away). THE NEw 
AMERICAN has covered this issue in greater 
detail previously, but, in short, the headline- 
busting story is that the most accurate and 
comprehensive temperature data available 
— from orbiting satellites — show global 
temperatures have been remarkably stable 
for two decades, since around 1997. Our 
planet, which has been gradually, naturally 
warming for the past 150 years since emerg- 
ing from the Little Ice Age of the 16th-19th 
centuries, has been on a temperature plateau 
for 20 years, oblivious to the dire climate 
proclamations of the UN, President Obama, 
Al Gore, and CNN. In scientific circles, this 
phenomenon is referred to as the warming 
“pause” or “hiatus.” For years, any scientist 
who pointed to the pause data was immedi- 
ately scorned and tarred by the alarmists as 
a “denier,” a vicious smear that associated 
AGW skeptics with Holocaust denial. How- 
ever, over the past couple of years, some 
of the leading AGW alarmist individuals 
and institutions have been forced by over- 


Fevered reaction to Trump’s Paris exit: 
Physicist Stephen Hawking claimed Earth’s 
temps will soar to 250 degrees; billionaire 
Tom Steyer dubbed Trump “traitorous”; 
and economist Jeffrey Sachs called Trump 
“sociopathic.” 
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whelming evidence to admit that the pause 
is real. The list of former “pause deniers” 
includes such famous alarmists as Michael 
Mann, Phil Jones, Ben Santer, the British 
Met Office, and The Economist — to name 
a few. The warming pause is especially 
problematic for the climate-alarm lobby 
because it has occurred during a period in 
which man-made CO, has been increasing 
dramatically. This flies in the face of alarm- 
ist claims that CO, is the main driver of 
global warming. One of the alarmist tactics 
now is to claim that even though the pause 
is real, it doesn’t mean the global-warming 
threat is any less real. They theorize that the 
“missing heat’ has disappeared deep into 
the oceans, and that sometime in the near 
future it will emerge to wreak global havoc. 
It’s a convenient theory, but only that — a 
theory — with little real evidence to buttress 
it. In the meantime, this huge story has been 
almost completely buried by the thought 
cartel, which is increasingly (and justifi- 
ably) referred to as the Fake News media. 


Sticker Shock: $100 Trillion 
The price tag for the Paris climate treaty 
includes important issues beyond econom- 
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ics, such as loss of national sovereignty, 
draconian regulation, and loss of personal 
freedom. But the economic bottom line 
itself would be horrendous. According to 
Danish environmentalist/statistician Bjorn 
Lomborg, the cumulative price tag for the 
UN Paris climate agreement, by the end 
of the century, would be an astronomical 
$100 trillion! Dr. Lomborg, who is presi- 
dent of the Copenhagen Consensus Center 
in Denmark and believes in AGW, charges 
that the agreement would “cost a fortune, 
but do little to reduce global warming.” 
How big a fortune and how little a re- 
duction? Using the UN’s own figures, Dr. 
Lomborg calculates the cost will be $1 tril- 
lion to $2 trillion per year, for an inconse- 
quential reduction measured in tenths to 
hundredths of a degree Fahrenheit over 
the entire century! To make matters worse, 
the United States would be held to strict 
standards, while mega-polluters China and 
India will be allowed to continue ramping 
up their energy consumption and pollu- 
tion. While the agreement would require 
the United States to continue the Obama 
war on fossil fuels, more than 1,600 coal 
plants are planned or under construction 


The warming pause is especially problematic for the 
climate-alarm lobby because it has occurred during a 
period in which man-made COs; has been increasing 
dramatically. This flies in the face of alarmist claims 
that COz is the main driver of global warming. 
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Debate terror: Physicist Dr. Steven Koonin 
proposed an open debate of climate science with 
no secret data. Harvard alarmist Naomi Oreskes 
responded, claiming debate is “dangerous.” And 
Michael Mann, creator of the hockey-stick graph, 
deemed debate “un-American.” 


in 62 countries, with China and India ac- 
counting for most of them. 


Data Fraud 

The scandal known as “Climategate,” 
which erupted in 2009, has been largely 
forgotten, thanks to the Orwellian mem- 
ory-hole service provided by the Fake 
News curators. In brief, that outrage in- 
volved e-mails showing top climate “sci- 
entists” sabotaging peer review, censoring 
and harming the careers of fellow scien- 
tists with whom they disagree, altering 
data, hiding data, criminally destroying 
data and other evidence legally subpoe- 
naed by government bodies — and much 
more. Because the crimes and violations 
were whitewashed and the culprits were 
not held to account, even greater outrages 
have become institutionalized. Earlier 
this year, a whistleblower at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) came forward to expose the cor- 
ruption of science by top NOAA officials 
to aid the political agenda of President 
Obama. Dr. John Bates, a retired princi- 
pal scientist at NOAA’s National Climatic 
Data Center, charged that in 2015 Dr. 
Thomas Karl and other NOAA officials 
had rushed to publish a report that would 
help the Obama administration push the 
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UN Paris accord. The Karl/NOAA study 
was an attempt at discrediting the prob- 
lematic 20-year pause in global warming. 
The study, which falsified data to prove 
that the pause had never existed (and 
hence became known as “The Pause- 
buster” paper), had a strong impact on the 
Paris treaty negotiators and helped win 
global support for the deal. Typical of the 
AGW alarm lobby, Dr. Karl, NOAA, and 
the Obama administration stonewalled re- 
peated requests by Congress, fellow sci- 
entists, and Freedom of Information Act 
requests by the public for the access to the 
data used in the report. 

Dr. Bates charges that “Tom Karl con- 
stantly had his ‘thumb on the scale’ ... 
in an effort to discredit the notion of a 
global warming hiatus and rush to time 
the publication of the paper to influence 
national and international deliberations 
on climate policy.” 

This was not the first time that a U.S. 
government agency has been caught in the 
act of blatant corruption and politicization 
of science to push AGW hysteria. NOAA, 
NASA, EPA, Department of Energy, and 
other agencies have been engaging in “se- 
cret science” — fraudulent practices with 
hidden data — for years. As far back as 
1990, NOAA, NASA, and the Global His- 
torical Climatology Network (GHCN) had 
begun a massive and radical series of “ad- 
justments” that injected a dramatic warm- 
ing bias into the temperature data. Those 
changes included: 1) dropping thousands of 
weather stations globally, overwhelmingly 
from cooler regions (northern latitudes, 
higher elevations, and rural areas); 2) drop- 
ping cold months from the annual records; 
3) switching to new, automated thermom- 
eters that have a proven warming bias; and 
4) increasing reliance on out-of-compliance 
urban weather stations affected by the urban 
heat island effect. In addition, these agen- 
cies have been caught repeatedly “adjust- 
ing,” “smoothing,” “homogenizing,” and 
“correcting” data — always in a warming 
direction, and invariably refusing to release 
the data that is used to produce the frighten- 
ing predictions and media alarms. 

Even worse was NOAA’s data pub- 
lished in July 2010 showing hundreds of 
absurd temperatures for the Great Lakes 
area, with many locations supposedly 
registering temps of more than 200, 300, 
even more than 600 degrees Fahrenheit! 
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That’s right, hot enough to boil water 
(212 °F), melt lead (621 °F), and vaporize 
Lake Michigan. When this obviously fal- 
lacious data was publicly exposed, NOAA 
took down the erroneous Web page, but 
did nothing to guarantee that the extreme 
bias the false data had injected into the 
warming record would be corrected. 

This AGW data-fraud phenomenon is 
global in nature, infecting the UN’s Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and most national agencies deal- 
ing with climate research. The British 
Met Office and the Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology (BOM) are but two of the 
government bodies recently embroiled 
in data-fraud scandals. The BOM is cur- 
rently being called out by, among others, 
Australian climate scientist Dr. Jennifer 
Marohasy, who has been documenting the 
BOM’s fraudulent “adjustments” of tem- 
perature records to fit the AGW narrative. 


Data Shock: What Warming? 

A recently released blockbuster study by 
three respected climate researchers claims 
that inappropriate “adjustments” to the 
global average surface temperature datas- 
ets (GAST) record can account for virtually 
all of the much-hyped “hottest year ever” 
propaganda that we have been subjected to 
for the past several years. The new study, 
entitled “On the Validity of NOAA, NASA 
and Hadley CRU Global Average Surface 
Temperature Data & The Validity of EPA’s 


CO, Endangerment Finding,” was co-au- 
thored by Drs. James P. Wallace III, Craig 
D. Idso, and Joseph S. D’Aleo. The authors 
found that if the invalid GAST “adjust- 
ments” are discarded, there is virtually no 
warming trend to speak of. That, of course, 
is precisely what the “pause” (as shown by 
satellite data) declares. In other words, if 
we are to consult the most reliable, pub- 
licly available temperature data — not 
data secretly “adjusted” and hidden from 
public inspection — then there is nothing 
about global temperatures to even get ex- 
cited about, much less to panic over. The 
Wallace-Idso-D’ Aleo study thus confirms 
the thesis of leading climate scientists such 
as Professor Richard Lindzen and Judith 
Curry that the current temperatures are well 
within the natural variability that our planet 
has experienced over recorded time. 


Crashing Models of Doom 

When not actually engaging in fraudulent 
data “adjusting,” leading climate alarmists 
can usually be found using their generous 
taxpayer funding to construct fanciful sce- 
narios with expensive computer models. In 
2014, the UN’s IPCC published its latest 
iteration of its mammoth report predicting 
global-warming apocalypse. Known as the 
Fifth Assessment Report (AR5), this AGW 
“Bible” utilized 73 computer models, all of 
which have been proven wrong. All of the 
vaunted computer models predicted vary- 
ing degrees of increased warming as atmo- 
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UN models vs. reality: All of the UN’s computer models have failed spectacularly. The UN’s 
infamous “Spaghetti Graph” (released in 2013) predicted, in the colored lines, massive warming, 
while the black line shows the real temperature trend: essentially no warming. 
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Flimflam film flop: California Governor Jerry Brown and Al Gore arrive at the July 25 Los 


Angeles premiere of Gore’s An Inconvenient Sequel, which bombed at the box office. 


spheric concentrations of carbon dioxide 
(CO3) increased. Not only was every single 
model proven wrong, but they missed the 
mark by wide margins. Dr. John Christy, 
professor of atmospheric science and direc- 
tor of the Earth System Science Center at 
the University of Alabama Huntsville, ana- 
lyzed all 73 UN computer models. Among 
his findings: “All 73 models’ predictions 
were on average three to four times what 
occurred in the real world.” 

One hundred percent failure! How 
could it get more epic than that? But 
besides Dr. Christy’s critique, we have 
many other authorities who have con- 
demned the now-infamous record of the 
climate modelers. In fact, in order to 
stem the rising tide of criticism, some of 
the top alarmists — including Benjamin 
Santer and Michael Mann — joined in 
co-authoring an admission on the failures 
of the computer models, published in Na- 
ture Geoscience on June 19, 2017. The 
Santer-led team admitted that “model 
overestimation of tropospheric warm- 
ing” was “substantially larger” than what 
actually occurred, as measured by instru- 
ments. The co-authors issued no mea 
culpas, nor did they apologize for any of 
their earlier “denier” smears and other at- 
tacks on those who had questioned their 
“research.” 


Crashing “Consensus” 

Of the many scams that form the larger 
mega-scam known as anthropogenic glob- 
al warming, the “97 percent consensus” is 
one of the most audacious, most repeated, 
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and (arguably) most effective. It is also 
one of the most fraudulent. 

The actual “97 percent” lie is the prod- 
uct, principally, of two propaganda exer- 
cises masquerading as scientific “studies” 
by Australian alarmist John Cook and 
Harvard “historian of science” and viru- 
lent AGW promoter Naomi Oreskes. The 
lie comes in several different flavors, with 
varying descriptions of the alleged scien- 
tific cohorts, and what those cohorts alleg- 
edly believe. It is sometimes claimed that 
“97 percent of climate scientists” believe 
in global warming. At other times, “cli- 
mate” is left out of the equation, giving 
the impression that it is a reference to 97 
percent of all scientists. Some citations of 
the fictitious number also allege that this 
97 percent believe in catastrophic (as op- 
posed to naturally occurring, or man-made 
but noncatastrophic) global warming. 

President Barack Obama provided one 
of the more extreme examples of the lat- 
ter type when he infamously declared in a 
tweet on May 17, 2014: “Ninety-seven per 
cent of scientists agree: #climate change is 
real, manmade and dangerous.” 

Both the Oreskes and Cook studies 
are colossal frauds, and the 97-percent 
“consensus” claim cannot be sustained 
by any reasonable reality check of their 
methodologies. In neither case did the au- 
thors poll any global body of “scientists” 
or “climate scientists.” In both cases, the 
authors searched databases for abstracts of 
articles on global warming. Then, based 
upon reading several thousand of these 
abstracts — the vast majority of which 
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took no position on, or were equivocal re- 
garding, the anthropogenic factor — they 
unjustifiably assigned the near-unanimous 
“consensus” designation. 


Debate Fright 

Dr. Steven Koonin is giving the AGW 
catastrophe choir seizures. Dr. Koonin, 
a physicist and professor at New York 
University, was an undersecretary of the 
Energy Department in the Obama admin- 
istration. He has seen the chicanery of the 
catastrophists up close, and has proposed 
a scientific “debate” of sorts. Actually, he 
proposes a “Red Team-Blue Team” exer- 
cise, in which eminent scientists on both 
sides of the AGW debate would calmly, 
rationally, openly engage — presenting 
evidence for their positions. No “secret 
science,” no hidden data “adjustments.” 
The response by the gatekeepers of AGW 
dogma to Dr. Koonin’s reasonable pro- 
posal is highly revealing. Michael Mann 
denounced it as “un-American.” Benja- 
min Santer, Naomi Oreskes, and Kerry 
Emanuel co-authored a Washington 
Post article calling the idea “dangerous.” 
Others are insisting it would be redun- 
dant, wasteful, and a sellout to the fossil- 
fuel industry. It would appear that the 
supposed champions of science are actu- 
ally doing all in their power to kill actual 
scientific inquiry. 


Headlong, Dead Rush 

A growing awareness of all of the develop- 
ments mentioned above undoubtedly con- 
tributed to Donald Trump’s election vic- 
tory last November. The American people 
are well aware that the establishment poli- 
ticians of both major political parties are 
corrupt and that the Fake News media has 
been — and is — lying to us on a host of 
important issues. It is becoming increas- 
ingly apparent that the global-warming 
bandwagon has been leading us toward the 
goal that socialist Christiana Figuerres, the 
chief of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, admit- 
ted was “a complete transformation of the 
economic structure of the world.” It ap- 
pears the desperate drivers of that band- 
wagon have decided that their only viable 
option is to continue the bluff, furiously 
flogging their frightful scenarios, before 
all the wobbly wheels come off the wagon 
and their colossal sham is fully exposed. 
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MIT President’s “Scientific Consensus” 


DEMGLISHED BY REALISTS 
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MIT’s Rafael Reif claims there’s an “overwhelming” 
consensus among scientists supporting his global- 
warming alarmism. He should know better. 


by John F. McManus 


n June 2, 2017, Dr. L. Rafael 
() Reif, the president of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
sent a letter to the entire MIT community 
strongly disagreeing with President Don- 
ald Trump’s decision of the day before 
to withdraw the United States from the 
Paris climate agreement. Reif said that “at 
MIT we take great care to get the science 
right,” and then added, “The scientific 
consensus is overwhelming: As human 
activity emits more greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere, the global average surface 
temperature will continue to rise, driving 
rising sea levels and extreme weather.” 
But Reif should have known better than 
to claim an “overwhelming” consensus 
among his fellow scientists in support of 
his own beliefs. For example, the claimed 
“consensus” does not include (among 
many others) atmospheric scientist Dr. 
Richard Lindzen, a veteran member of 
the same MIT community Reif was ad- 
dressing. On February 23, less than four 
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months before Reif’s letter, Lindzen, who 
is now professor emeritus at MIT, sent a 
letter to Trump pointing to an attached pe- 
tition signed by “more than 300 eminent 
scientists and other qualified individuals 
from around the world ... urging you to 
withdraw from the ill-advised United Na- 
tions Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).” The petition stated, 
“carbon dioxide, the target of the UNFCCC 
is not a pollutant but a major benefit to ag- 
riculture and other life on Earth.” When 
300 “eminent scientists” go on record 
in opposition to UNFCCC claims — the 
same claims undergirding the Paris Agree- 
ment — their very numbers demonstrate 
that there is no “consensus” among scien- 
tists regarding these important matters. 
One of the signers of Lindzen’s peti- 
tion to Trump is Dr. Wei-Hock “Willie” 
Soon, whom this writer had the pleasure 
of meeting this summer. Soon is an as- 
trophysicist associated with the Harvard- 
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. He earned his 
Ph.D. in aerospace engineering (with dis- 


Saying it doesn’t make it true: MIT’s 
president says that “as human activity emits 
more greenhouse gases ... global average 
surface temperature will continue to rise, 
driving rising sea levels and extreme weather.” 
Climate realists disagree. 


tinction) from the University of Southern 
California in 1991. In 2004, Doctors for 
Disaster Preparedness awarded him the 
“Petr Beckmann Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to the Defense of Scientific 
Truth.” In 2014, he received the “Cour- 
age in Defense of Science” award from 
the George C. Marshall Foundation. 

After Dr. Reif sent his letter to the MIT 
community, sounding the alarm about cli- 
mate change, Dr. Soon and seven other 
climate realists rebutted his arguments in 
a letter of their own that surely reminded 
the MIT president, once again, that there 
is no “scientific consensus.” In addition to 
Soon, they are: 

¢ J. Scott Armstrong, author, fore- 
caster, and marketing expert at Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania. (Dr. 
Reif, please note: He received his Ph.D. 
from MIT.) 

¢ William Briggs, data philosopher, 
epistemologist, and bioethicist. 

¢ Kesten Green, researcher and forecast- 
ing expert at the University of South Aus- 
tralia Business School. 

¢ Hermann Hardee, professor emeritus 
of physics and material science at Helmut 
Schmidt University in Hamburg, Germany. 

¢ David R. Legates, professor of clima- 
tology at the University of Delaware; for- 
mer Delaware State climatologist. 

¢ Istvan Marko, professor of organic 
chemistry at Catholic University in Lou- 
vain, Belgium. 

¢ Christopher Monckton, former special 
advisor to British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher (1982-1986). 

(All but Green also signed the anti- 
UNFCCC petition Lindzen submitted to 
Trump.) 

What follows are main points made by 
the MIT president in his June 2 letter, and 
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Realists are not only proving that the so-called 
scientific consensus does not exist, but are also 
influencing the public debate and changing minds. 


counterpoints made by Soon and his col- 
leagues in their rebuttal. 


Realists’ Refutation 
Doctor L. Rafael Reif: The scientific con- 
sensus is overwhelming. 
Doctor Willie Soon, et al.: The late Mi- 
chael Crichton described the long-standing 
understanding of the relationship between 
science and a consensus of opinions during 
one of his lectures ... as follows: “In sci- 
ence consensus is irrelevant.... There is no 
such thing as consensus science. If it’s con- 
sensus, it isn’t science. If it’s science, it isn’t 
consensus. Period.” Doubt is the essence of 
science. Consensus is a political notion. 
Worth considering is the nature of the 
alleged consensus. It is nothing more 
than an agreement that temperatures have 
generally increased since the end of the 
Little Ice Age. That agreement among 
most scientists glosses over the fact that 
the amount of any warming is a matter 
of heated debate among climatologists. 
Moreover, measuring global temperature 
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Global Warming and Reality: An Interview of Dr. Willie Soon 
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is a Statistical exercise that is subject to 
errors, biases, missing data, judgmental 
adjustments, and so on. 

The estimation of global average tem- 
perature from satellite data is relatively 
new, and employs a completely different 
temperature measurement method from 
the older methods. Nevertheless, the sat- 
ellite data and balloon data have provided 
essentially identical estimates. Neither 
displays a worrying trend and both are in- 
creasingly at odds with the alarming pro- 
jections of the computer climate models 
relied upon by the UN’s Intergovernmen- 
tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

Scientists also agree that climate 
changes. It has done so since Earth has 
had an atmosphere. Scientists will, and 
do, disagree on causes of climate chang- 
es, however; including the mild warm- 
ing since the Little Ice Age. Legates et 
al. (2015), for example, found that only 
0.3% of 11,944 peer-reviewed articles on 
climate and related topics, published be- 
tween the years 1991 to 2011, explicitly 
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Not accepting “consensus”: Scientist Willie Soon joined with seven other climate realists in 
rebutting MIT president Rafael Reif’s alarmist claims about climate change. 
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stated that the recent global warming was 
primarily due to man-made generation of 
greenhouse gases. 


Dr. Reif: As human activity emits more 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, the 
global average surface temperature will 
continue to rise, driving rising sea levels 
and extreme weather. 

Dr. Soon, et al.: During the past 20 years, 
humans have released over a third of all 
the CO, produced since the beginning of 
the industrial period. The global average 
surface temperature has remained es- 
sentially constant over this period, a fact 
that has been acknowledged by the IPCC, 
whose models failed to predict it. 

The climate models that are relied upon 
by the IPCC and the politicians they ad- 
vise projected temperature increases that 
have been greater than the measured data 
by at least a factor of 2. The increase in 
global average temperature projected by 
the models for the period 1990 to 2016 
was around 0.75 °C. The measured values 
from the satellite data are 0.36 (RSS) and 
0.32 (UAH), and the land-based observa- 
tions average 0.48 °C... 

The average sea level rise since 1870 
has been in the range of 1.3 to 1.5 mm 
(0.05 to 0.06 of an inch) per year. Profes- 
sor Nils-Axel Mérner, a renowned sea- 
level researcher who has published over 
500 peer-reviewed articles on this topic, 
has been unable to find observational 
evidence that supports the projections of 
dramatically accelerating sea level rise 
from the climate models relied upon by 
the IPCC.... 

Observations over the last few decades 
indicate that extreme events, including 
tornadoes and hurricanes, have been de- 
creasing, rather than increasing, both in 
number and in intensity. 


Dr. Reif: As the Pentagon describes it, 
climate change is a “threat multiplier,” 
because its direct effects intensify other 
challenges, including mass migrations 
and zero-sum conflicts over existential 
resources like water and food. 

Dr. Soon, et al.: Milder temperatures and 
increased CO, levels have been associ- 
ated with a greener planet, not a browner 
one. Deserts are retreating and vegetation 
cover has increased over recent decades. 
The production of maize, wheat, rice, soy- 
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beans are at record high[s], and it is clear 
that the increase in the atmospheric con- 
centration of CO, has enormous beneficial 
effects through its fertilization properties. 
Our planet has seen more than 20% green- 
ing over the past three decades, half of 
which is due to the action of CO). 

Forecasts of water shortages are also 
not borne out by experience. For example, 
since the now former Australian Chief Cli- 
mate Commissioner Professor Tim Flan- 
nery warned that dams would no longer 
fill due to lack of rain, Australia has been 
subject to a series of dramatic floods, and 
overflowing dams. Governments’ naive 
belief in Professor Flannery’s warnings 
appear to have led to policy actions and 
omissions that exacerbated flooding and 
failed to take full advantage of the rainfall. 

To date, there have been no bona fide 
climate refugees, and neither has mass 
migration due to global warming been 
observed. The one person who has asked 
to be recognized as a climate refugee has 
seen his demand being rejected by the 
Supreme Court of New Zealand. He has 
returned to his island home, and remains 
safe from inundation. 


Dr. Reif: The carbon dioxide our cars and 
power plants emit today will linger in the 
atmosphere for a thousand years. 

Dr. Soon, et al.: The average residence 
time of a CO, molecule in the Earth’s atmo- 
sphere is in the order of 4-7 years. Taking 
into account multiple exchanges leads to 
an estimate of a mean lifespan of 40 years 
(Harde 2017 and follow up exchanges and 
debates). Rather than a problem, carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere is the prime nu- 
trient for plants. Indeed plants grow more 
strongly when CO, concentrations are 
much higher than they currently are, as in 
commercial greenhouses. The current CO, 
concentration is low compared to the levels 
that have been experienced for much of the 
history of our planet. 

Neither is CO, a pollutant. It is a color- 
less odorless gas that is not toxic to hu- 
mans and other animals even at concentra- 
tions much higher than we are currently 
experiencing. It is also one of the most im- 
portant fuels for phytoplankton, which use 
carbon dioxide for energy and that release 
oxygen. Up to 75% of the oxygen present 
in the air finds it origin in the phytoplank- 
ton photosynthetic water splitting process. 
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Taking a stand: MIT Professor Emeritus 
Richard Lindzen sent a petition to President 
Trump signed by more than 300 scientists 
who agree that CO» “is not a pollutant but 

a major benefit to agriculture and other life 
on Earth.” 


MIT Professor Richard Lindzen On the Corruption of Climate Science 
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Dr. Reif: Jn 2016 alone, solar industry 
employment grew by 25 percent, while 
wind jobs grew 32 percent. 

Dr. Soon, et al.: Solar power accounts for 
0.9% and wind generation for 5.6% of the 
total U.S. electricity production. Electric- 
ity itself is a small portion of the total ener- 
gy consumption, including transportation, 
industrial processes and heating... 

The so-called alternative energy com- 
panies survive through heavy subsidies 
and supportive regulations. For example, 
SunEdison received $1.5 billion in subsi- 
dies and loan guarantees before filing for 
bankruptcy. 

Europe is suffering from political re- 
jection of fossil fuels: energy prices have 
soared, millions of poor people are unable 
to pay their energy bills, and energy-in- 
tensive businesses are relocating to where 
energy is cheaper. 


Dr. Reif: Yesterday [June 1, 2017], the 
White House took the position that the 
Paris climate agreement — a landmark 
effort to combat global warming by re- 
ducing carbon gas emissions — was a bad 
deal for America. 

Dr. Soon, et al.: To the best of our knowl- 
edge, there is no scientific basis unam- 
biguously establishing that CO, is the 
main driver of the modest temperature 
increase observed since the end of the 
Little Ice Age. In fact, quite the opposite 
has been demonstrated numerous times 
over. For example, ice cores analyses 
have clearly revealed that the variation in 
the concentration of CO, followed rather 
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than preceded temperature changes. Dur- 
ing the last deglaciation, the latest high- 
resolution records show atmospheric CO, 
lagging temperature by 50 to 500 years. 
Temperature variations would thus appear 
to be responsible for changes in CO, con- 
centrations, not the other way around.... 

As for the human contribution to atmo- 
spheric CO,, it is indistinguishable from 
natural fluctuations and the available data 
provide no basis for determining whether or 
not it has any marginal influence on climate. 

The professor’s assertion that global 
temperatures can be controlled by an inter- 
national agreement on human-originated 
carbon dioxide emissions is, therefore, at 
odds with scientific knowledge on cause 
and effect. 


The Word Is Getting Out 

Dr. Soon and the many other climate re- 
alists receive scant media attention from 
the fright-peddling mainstream media. 
Even when they do receive media at- 
tention, they are often besmirched as 
pawns of the fossil-fuel industry or “cli- 
mate-change deniers” — as if they lack 
principle or deny that climate changes. 
After all, acknowledging their numbers 
and credibility would expose the whole 
“consensus” sham that alarmists in the 
media, academe, and even the scientific 
community want to perpetuate. Yet the 
word is getting out, and the realists are 
not only proving that the so-called sci- 
entific consensus does not exist, but also 
influencing the public debate and chang- 
ing minds. 
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Al Gore, “Energy Hog” 


HYPOCRITE 


Though Al Gore pushes plans that will cause huge rises 
in energy costs, causing the poor and middle class to 
drastically cut back on energy usage, he guzzles electricity. 


by William F. Jasper 


or nearly two-and-a-half decades, 
FE Al Gore has been the most recog- 

nizable face of environmentalism 
on the planet. As a U.S. representative, 
U.S. senator, U.S. vice president, and 
globe-trotting author and film producer, Al 
Gore has ridden global warming and other 
environmental hot-button issues to media 
stardom. In 1992, with a copy of his just- 
released best-selling book, Earth in the 
Balance, he led a delegation of U.S. sena- 
tors to the United Nations Earth Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro, which was the launch pad 
for the global-warming alarmism move- 
ment. A core message of that movement is 
that our planet is in dire crisis, and in order 
to avert imminent catastrophe we (human- 
ity) must radically change our consump- 


Eco-extravagance: Stung by criticism over his wasteful energy usage at his Tennessee mansion, Al Gore installed solar panels, which provide less 


tion, individually, at the personal level, 
and collectively at the global level. 

In his book Earth in the Balance, then- 
Senator Gore warned that we are “facing a 
rapidly deteriorating global environment” 
that, due to our complacency, “threatens 
absolute disaster.” “We must all become 
partners in a bold effort to change the very 
foundation of our civilization,” he contin- 
ued, stating further: “But I believe deeply 
that true change is possible only when it 
begins inside the person who is advocating 
it. Mahatma Gandhi said it well: ‘We must 
be the change we wish to see in the world.” 

“On a personal level,’ Gore went on, 
“this has meant reexamining my relation- 
ship to the environment in large and small 
ways ... [including] keeping a careful eye 
on our household’s use of electricity, water, 
and, indeed, every kind of resource.” 


than six percent of his power. He earns the “Energy Hog” rating from Energy Vanguard. 
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This theme of his own personal commit- 
ment has remained a key Gore refrain. A 
freeze-frame in his 2006 film, An Inconve- 
nient Truth, asks the viewing audience, “Are 
You Ready to Change the Way You Live?” 
After picking up a Nobel Peace Prize for 
his environmental work in 2007, Gore sol- 
emnly stated in an interview from Norway: 
“The only way to solve this crisis is for indi- 
viduals to make changes in their own lives.” 

His new film, An Inconvenient Se- 
quel, continues in the same vein. The 
website for his film calls on visitors to 
take the “PLEDGE TO #BEINCONVE- 
NIENT,” which includes a pledge to: “Use 
my choice to switch my home/business/ 
community/university to 100% renewable 
energy.” But, apparently, we mustn’t ex- 
pect Gore to inconvenience himself or in- 
terrupt his lavish lifestyle to practice the 
gospel he preaches. 


Do What | Say, NOT What | Do 

In 2007, the National Center for Public 
Policy Research (NCPPR) released a study 
showing that Al Gore’s gargantuan “carbon 
footprint” destroys his status as a credible 
champion for changing wasteful ways. Now, 
a decade later, a new NCPPR study reveals 
that Gore has continued his energy-hog life- 
style, indicating he believes that the com- 
mandment to change is “For thee and not 
for me.” The details of Gore’s energy guz- 
zling can be found in a new report from the 
National Center for Public Policy Research 
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entitled “Al Gore’s Inconvenient Real- 
ity.” The report, authored by Drew Johnson, 
examined records of energy usage at Gore’s 
colonial-style 20-room mansion in the 
posh Belle Meade section of Nashville, the 
eighth-wealthiest neighborhood in America 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The Gore mansion, with five bedrooms, 
eight full bathrooms, and two half-baths 
on a 2.09-acre lot, was purchased by the 
Gores in 2002 for $2.3 million. Among 
the details revealed in “Al Gore’s Incon- 
venient Reality” are these points: 


¢ The past year, Gore’s home energy 
use averaged 19,241 kilowatt hours 
(kWh) every month, compared to the 
U.S. household average of 901 kWh 
per month. 

* Gore guzzles more electricity in 
one year than the average American 
family uses in 21 years. 

¢ In September of 2016, Gore’s 
home consumed 30,993 kWh in just 
one month — as much energy as a 
typical American family burns in 34 
months. 

¢ During the last 12 months, Gore 
devoured 66,159 kWh of electricity 
just heating his pool. That is enough 
energy to power six average U.S. 
households for a year. 

¢ From August 2016 through July 
2017, Gore spent almost $22,000 on 
electricity bills. 


“Learjet liberal”: A July 2017 interview in the U.K. Guardian noted Gore had “just been in 


* Gore paid an estimated $60,000 
to install 33 solar panels. They pro- 
duce an average of 1,092 kWh per 
month, only 5.7% of Gore’s typical 
monthly energy consumption. 


Gore Earns “Energy Hog” Rating 

The Gore mansion consumed 22.9 kWh 
per square foot during the past 12 months, 
more than four times what an energy effi- 
cient home should use, according to Energy 
Vanguard, a company devoted to making 
homes more energy efficient. Homes that 
consume more than 20 kWh of electricity 
per square foot per year earn Energy Van- 
guard’s worst rating: “energy hog.” Gore 
qualified for that dubious distinction. 

But Gore’s “energy hog” mansion scan- 
dal is only part of the story. As Johnson 
observes in his report, Gore’s Tennessee 
mansion energy consumption is all the 
more staggering when one considers that 
Al is presumably living there alone and 
part-time. The Gores’ four children are 
grown and do not live at the home. Al and 
Tipper Gore separated in 2010 (but appar- 
ently never divorced), and Tipper lives 
in a luxurious ocean-front villa in Mon- 
tecito, California (alongside Hollywood 
celebrity neighbors Oprah Winfrey, Ellen 
DeGeneres, and Drew Barrymore), that 
the couple bought in 2010 for $9 million. 

Al Gore has another luxury town home at 
the St. Regis Tower in San Francisco’s ritzy 
waterfront area. According to Liveinsf. 


Sweden, the Netherlands, Sharjah (United Arab Emirates), San Francisco, NYC, Los Angeles, Los 
Vegas and Nashville in about two weeks,” and Gore stated, “I’ve been at this level for the past 10 


years and longer.” 
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com, a site that specializes in luxury real 
estate, the St. Regis Tower provides “‘spec- 
tacular views of the city and bay.” More- 
over, the website continues, “Amenities at 
the building include 24-hour room service, 
butler service, a fitness center, spa, lap 
pool, even a world class restaurant that’s 
been receiving rave reviews.” Butlers, spa, 
room service — nice, but a little plushy, no? 
Where’s all the sacrifice?! 

Then there is the Gores’ historic family 
farmhouse and property in Carthage, Ten- 
nessee. Added to all this are all of Preacher 
Al’s globe-hopping, carbon-spewing pri- 
vate jet and limo trips to Davos, Switzer- 
land (to hobnob with the billionaire titans 
of the World Economic Forum); Cannes, 
France (to hobnob with his Hollywood 
celebrity pals); New York; San Francisco; 
London; Paris; and on and on. 

Gore and his defenders offer two main 
arguments aimed at disarming the potent 
hypocrisy charges of critics. First, they 
claim that Gore compensates for his “En- 
ergy Hog” usage with investments in “clean 
energy” and “carbon offsets.” But as noted 
above, Gore’s solar panels provide for only 
5.7 percent of his energy usage. In an inter- 
view with CNN’s Jake Tapper, Gore boldly 
asserted: “I live a carbon-free lifestyle to 
the maximum extent possible.” Really? “A 
carbon-free lifestyle to the maximum ex- 
tent possible’? What about the other 94.3 
percent? And as for those “carbon offsets” 
he frequently cites, he has never released 
evidence of the offsets even though he has 
been repeatedly asked to do so. However, 
even if he were to compensate for 100 per- 
cent of his extravagant energy consumption 
through alternative energy and offsets, he 
would still be hypocritical because these 
are options only available to the wealthy. 

Second, the apologists insist that Gore 
and other wealthy greenies living the 
champagne-and-caviar lifestyle are not 
hypocritical because they are not trying to 
force you to give up any of your lifestyle. 
That is a ludicrous defense, since virtually 
every policy proposal he has made — from 
his Global Marshall Plan for the environ- 
ment in Earth in the Balance, to his current 
global Energy Transition Commission — 
involve schemes for massive carbon taxes, 
carbon credits, and carbon regulation that 
will cause energy prices to skyrocket, with 
devastating impacts on poor and middle- 
class people all over the planet. Hi 
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AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


Is Gold an 
Outmoded Currency? 


Ina world of paper money, ATM machines, 
debit cards, and cryptocurrencies, it is dif- 
ficult to imagine a time when all money 
was based on a precious metal, either gold 
or silver. But only a few generations ago, 
all paper money was fully backed by gold 
or silver — meaning that paper notes could 
be redeemed on demand for gold or silver 
— and both gold and silver coins were in 
daily circulation. What has changed, and 
is there any reason to believe our modern 
system of “fiat” currencies is superior to 
precious metals? 

Under the Constitution, a precious metal 
or “specie” monetary standard is implied 
by the clause in Article I, Section 8 giving 
Congress the power to “coin [not “print’’!] 
money, and regulate the value thereof.” 
That this turn of phrase refers specifically 
to a gold and silver (or “bimetallic’”) mon- 
etary system is reinforced by a clause in Ar- 
ticle I, Section 10 expressly prohibiting the 
states from coining money, issuing “bills of 
credit” (i.e., promissory notes), or making 
“anything but gold and silver coin a legal 
tender in payment of debts.” 

The Founders, be it noted, were well 
acquainted with the theory and practice 
of fiat currency, having endured a lengthy 
episode of hyperinflation during the Rev- 
olutionary War, thanks to the issuance of 
paper Continental dollars by Congress to 
fund the war effort. Printing money had 
been an American pastime since the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay Colony first began doing it 
in the early colonial period, and financial 
disruption had been the inevitable result. 

Nowadays, instead of printing presses, 
computer entries using sophisticated for- 
mulas are used to create new money, but 
in principle, there is no difference between 
the literal printing of money and the use 
of a keyboard. In either case, the money 
supply is determined by some central 
planning authority (in the modern world, 
government-run central banks such as the 
American Federal Reserve system) and 
not by market demand. 

Money is a market good like any other 
commodity, albeit one with a very specific 
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purpose: the enabling ofa system of indirect 
exchange. Without money in some form, no 
economy can progress beyond a primitive 
barter system, whereas a monetary system 
allows people to buy and sell wherever and 
whenever they wish, for prices determined 
by supply and demand. Moreover, because 
it creates a system of accountancy, money 
permits the accumulation of capital and 
wealth far more efficiently and to a much 
greater extent than mere barter ever can. 

But does it make any difference what 
commodity is chosen to be used as money? 
After all, things as diverse as stone disks 
(the Yap Islands) and cigarettes (Allied 
soldiers during World War II) have been 
used as money. Why should gold and sil- 
ver be preferred over a common, easily 
producible commodity such as paper? 

The answer lies in the mischief that 
governments inevitably perpetrate when 
they are able to manipulate the money sup- 
ply. Forever searching for creative ways to 
raise more revenue, politicians long ago 
discovered that creating new money to 
pay for expenses was politically far more 
palatable than hiking taxes openly. Paper 
money is the ideal form of currency for 
such purposes. 

There is a catch, however. Increasing 
the money supply has another name, infla- 
tion, and it inevitably leads to rising prices 
(or, equivalently, falling currency values). 
Inflation degrades savings and causes enor- 
mous economic disruptions over time. It is 
in fact a form of taxation, albeit a particu- 
larly dishonest one, since it extracts wealth 
from the private sector without advertising 
its true purposes. Most people are aware of 
the phenomenon of inflation, but very few 
understand the real mechanism behind it. 

Gold and silver, by contrast, are rare 
and their supplies are nearly impossible 
for monetary authorities to manipulate, 
particularly over the long term. Added to 
this, they are both exceedingly durable, 
divisible, and desirable for a wide range 
of purposes beyond the strictly monetary. 
Their market value is therefore assured. But 
because of their scarcity, they will defy all 
efforts by political and financial authorities 
to manipulate their supply. During the more 
than 100 years when the United States (and 
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most of the rest of the world) relied on gold 
and silver, inflation was virtually unknown, 
and prices remained more or less stable. 

Since the introduction of fiat money 
(and, in many cases, the outright prohi- 
bition of private ownership of monetary 
gold and silver) in the early 20th century, 
constant inflation and financial instability 
have been the result. Moreover, wars have 
become far more frequent, expensive, and 
damaging, since governments no longer 
have to rely on the consent of the tax-pay- 
ing public (which generally abhors the eco- 
nomic as well as the human costs of war) to 
finance war. Instead, they can simply print 
the money, and allow the public to absorb 
the costs of inflation incurred thereby. It is 
no coincidence that the uniquely war-prone 
20th century was also the greatest age of 
inflation the world has ever seen. 

Nowadays, people advocating a return 
to a precious metal standard are dismissed 
as cranks and “gold bugs.” Modern tech- 
nology and advances in financial and eco- 
nomic science, it is argued, allow monetary 
authorities to manipulate the money supply 
to everyone’s advantage, creating far more 
prosperity than old-fashioned gold and sil- 
ver ever could. But the facts are at variance 
with such fatuous justifications. Since the 
creation of the Federal Reserve in 1913, the 
U.S. dollar has lost close to 100 percent of 
its value. While the United States and most 
“advanced” economies have generally 
avoided the ravages of hyperinflation that 
have destroyed savings and societies from 
Weimar Germany to modern Argentina, 
the fact remains that, over time, money put 
in a simple savings account in the United 
States will steadily lose value. This reality 
discourages savings and encourages both 
spending and extreme financial risk-taking, 
as citizens desperately search for more cre- 
ative ways to protect their assets from the 
slow canker of permanent inflation. 

The issue of inflation is therefore less 
economic than moral. Given the power to 
manipulate the money supply, governments 
will inevitably abuse it, to the detriment of 
all but a few privileged elites. A return to 
constitutionally mandated gold and silver 
would do much to palliate such abuses. 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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AN INCONVENIENT 


TRAVESTY 


Al Gore’s new global-warming alarmism film not only 
counts on viewers being scientifically and historically 
ignorant, it features Gore as a Christ-like figure. 


by Dennis Behreanadt 


he opportunity presented itself 
| recently to see a new action sci- 
ence- fiction film at the local 
cineplex. It had performed poorly at the 
box office despite its makers’ fervent 
hope and belief that it would be greeted 
with universal applause. Unfortunate- 
ly, it wasn’t Luc Besson’s rendition of 
Valérian and Laureline that graced the 
screen — as this would have been in- 
finitely preferable — but that travesty 
of Al Gore’s fevered imagination, An 
Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power. 
Very much like An Inconvenient Truth, 
the former vice president’s original cli- 
mate propaganda film, Sequel is built on 
a shifting foundation of cherry-picked 
information, somewhat slick motion 
graphic charts, emotional hyperbole, and 
near-blasphemy (really). 


The Faulty Foundation 
The new movie is based on the same over- 
simplified and incorrect interpretation of 
the Earth’s climate system as the original. 
In keeping with leftist climate orthodoxy, 
it makes the assumption that at some arbi- 
trary time in the past, the planet’s climate 
was in some hypothetically normal, natu- 
ral, and static state. Then, clever people 
started burning things to make energy with 
which to power various devices. As a re- 
sult, “climate pollution” (i.e., CO) was 
pumped into the atmosphere with wanton 
abandon, trapping heat and kicking off 
rampant global warming. 

To illustrate this point, Inconvenient Se- 
quel does two things. First, it attempts to 
make the point that the Earth is warmer 
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now that it has been previously, and ab- 
normally so. Second, it points to a range 
of natural disasters and attributes them 
directly to global warming. 

Unfortunately, it’s easy for Al Gore to 
make the claim that today’s climate is ab- 
normally warm. Within the time frame of 
a human lifespan or two (or three) it may 
seem that temperature variations are sub- 
stantial. There can be warm periods and 
there can be cold periods. In fact, gener- 
ally speaking, compared to most periods in 
Earth’s very long history, we’re in a bit of 
a cold spell. Luckily for us, the current age 
finds us enjoying a brief thaw in the cycle 
of ice ages that have brought repeated gla- 
ciations to the planet. 

With that in mind, consider Al Gore’s 
claims in his films that glaciers are melt- 
ing at a catastrophic level. Inconvenient 
Sequel dwells for a considerable number 
of minutes on melting ice, returning again 
and again to footage of rivulets and rush- 
ing waters pouring on, through, and off of 
glaciers. 

Scary, perhaps, but only if one has no 
idea of how those images relate to the 
climate history of the last 20,000 years. 
To put this into perspective, consider that 
within a very easy drive of where the 
magazine you are reading is published, 
it’s possible to find the scars in the land- 
scape left behind by the very consider- 
able glaciers that once covered much of 
the Northern Hemisphere. 

The Glacial Drumlin State Trail, for 
example, runs between Milwaukee and 
Madison, Wisconsin, for a bit more than 
50 miles. According to the Wisconsin De- 
partment of Natural Resources, the trail 
takes users “through farmland and gla- 
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cial topography.” The trail takes its name 
from the “drumlins” of the region, which 
the National Snow & Ice Data Center de- 
scribes as “teardrop-shaped hills of rock, 
sand, and gravel that formed under mov- 
ing glacier ice.” 

The Drumlin Trail is near another 
major glacial feature of Wisconsin, the 
Kettle Moraine. Stretching over 120 
miles, the Kettle Moraine “is composed 
of glacial sediment deposited between the 
Green Bay and Lake Michigan Lobes ap- 
proximately 18,000 to 15,000 years ago 
as they receded from their maximum po- 
sitions during the most recent glaciation.” 

Inconvenient Sequel would have view- 
ers believe that melting glaciers are unusu- 
al and a sign of impending catastrophe. A 
longer perspective demonstrates that gla- 
ciers do, in fact, melt even without people 
contributing to the process. 

The use of glacial fearmongering, 
though, is at least somewhat understand- 
able as a propaganda strategy, as most 
people may not have a 20,000-year per- 
spective in mind at all times. But, Sequel 
seems to assume that its viewers are at 
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Realists not only are proving that the so-called 
scientific consensus does not exist, but are also 
influencing the public debate and changing minds. 


best completely gullible. The film ear- 
nestly shows images of storms — thun- 
derstorms in the Midwest, downpours in 
Arizona, floods in Houston and New Or- 
leans, high tides along the Atlantic Coast, 
and, of course, hurricanes, claiming that 
all of them are due to human-generated 
climate change. 

This is laughably untrue. Large thun- 
derstorms in the American Midwest are 
a weekly occurrence any time when it’s 
not snowing. In the Southwest, Arizo- 
na’s heavy rains are part of the summer 
Southwestern Monsoon which, according 
to NOAA’s Climate Assessment for the 
Southwest, “suppresses much of the hot 
summer temperatures, replenishes water 
resources, and nourishes the vegetation.” 
As for tides along coasts and floods in 
cities at or below sea level, that’s as note- 


Here, there, and everywhere: Al Gore is shown here on location near a glacier for An 


worthy as saying that it gets cold in Fair- 
banks, Alaska, in January. 

This doesn’t stop Al Gore from claim- 
ing, however, that one of his most ludi- 
crous predictions from his first movie 
came true. In that earlier piece, he pre- 
dicted that sea level rise from a melted 
Greenland would inundate Manhattan, 
flooding the area around the 9/11 Me- 
morial. And so it came to pass, claimeth 
Al Gore. Except, not quite. In 2012, a 
storm surge associated with Hurricane 
Sandy caused flooding near and at the 
memorial. But this is not even remotely 
the same thing as claiming a permanent 
catastrophic sea level rise caused by 
the melting of Greenland. And while a 
flooded Manhattan may seem shockingly 
apocalyptic, New York City is particular- 
ly susceptible to storm surge, as National 


Inconvenient Sequel. The new film shows the former vice president traveling widely and 
chauffeured in luxury, seemingly unconcerned about his own “carbon footprint.” 
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Geographic reported in the wake of Hur- 
ricane Sandy, and it’s suffered flooding 
as a result in the past as well. Recount- 
ing historic storms, the New York Daily 
News pointed out that in 1821, the era 
before named storms, “the ‘Norfolk and 
New England Hurricane’ passed directly 
through the city and created a 13-foot 
storm surge that flooded all of Manhat- 
tan under Canal St.” 


Our Hero 

Perhaps because of a growing awareness 
of inconvenient facts such as these, the 
public is becoming much less convinced 
of a global-warming scare. As a result, it’s 
been much harder for climate-change stat- 
ists, such as Al Gore, to move the climate- 
based global governance regime forward. 

In Sequel, Gore makes every effort to 
position this difficulty as a cross that he 
has to bear. Making repeated references 
to his Christian faith, he takes great pains 
to convince the audience that he carries 
on the fight on behalf of the world’s 
unwashed masses, to save them from 
global warming. And, of course, he is 
persecuted and thwarted by the evil oil 
corporations and by dastardly powerful 
men such as Senator James Inhofe and 
President Trump. 

It is here where Gore starts getting a 
bit close to blasphemy. Hollywood loves 
a good story, and no story is as good as 
that of Christ’s mission of salvation. As 
described by the ransom theory of salva- 
tion, which has a long history in Christian 
theology, Christ the redeemer came to free 
mankind from the sin that indebted all to 
Satan. Through killing Christ, by “shed- 
ding the blood of One who was not his 
debtor, he was forced to release his debt- 
ors,” wrote St. Augustine in his descrip- 
tion of the ransom theory. 

The ransom theory has long been re- 
ferred to allegorically by Hollywood. 
It made a noteworthy appearance in the 
classic western Shane and repeatedly has 
been the basis for Clint Eastwood’s films, 
including in the westerns High Plains 
Drifter and Pale Rider, along with the 
more recent Gran Torino. In these films an 
innocent outsider must intercede on behalf 
of, and suffer for, an oppressed group, the 
lead character being, in effect, an allegori- 
cal reference to Christ. 

This may be useful, even laudable as 
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Taking center stage: Al Gore is depicted in the sequel to An Inconvenient Truth as a savior 


figure, single-handedly leading the fight against scheming corporations and evil politicians. 


a teaching tool, when used in a fictional 
story. It becomes blasphemous when 
someone makes a documentary about him- 
self and puts on that mantle quite directly 
as a consequence. 

This is the most disturbing and dis- 
tasteful part of Inconvenient Sequel. Gore 
makes repeated reference to his frequent 
suffering and disappointment while work- 
ing to free mankind from the evildoers 
responsible for global warming. First as 
a politician and now as a global-warming 
activist, he is voluntarily sacrificing him- 
self in this cause. He even makes repeated 
references to those he “trained” as part of 
his Climate Change Leadership Corps. 
These are his disciples who are to carry 
his word to the world. 


Hypocrisy, Not Salvation 

Since Gore takes pains to point to his 
Christian faith here and there in Sequel, 
it is appropriate to point to Jesus’ admo- 
nition in Matthew 7:15-16 to “Beware of 
false prophets” and “recognize them by 
their fruits.” How, then, should we view 
Gore? Despite his protestations through- 
out that he is trying to save us, and espe- 
cially the poor, from climate change, we 
see him in the movie traveling the world, 
stepping out of airplanes, flying in heli- 
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copters, and being carted around in chauf- 
feured luxury cars. None of these activities 
is especially climate friendly, if you take 
Al Gore seriously. 

Moreover, he continues to live the 
life of a pampered potentate, consuming 
more energy resources and belching out 
more “climate pollution” than some small 
American towns. Writing for ABC News 
in 2006, the year of Gore’s first climate 
propaganda film, Jake Tapper pointed to 
the former Veep’s utility bills and noted 
that his “20-room home and pool house 
devoured nearly 221,000 kilowatt-hours 
in 2006, more than 20 times the national 
average of 10,656 kilowatt-hours.” 

Since then, not much has changed. Gore 
still uses vastly more energy than most 
other Americans. According to the Nation- 
al Center for Public Policy Research, his 
“home energy use averaged 19,241 kilo- 
watt hours (kWh) every month, compared 
to the U.S. household average of 901 kWh 
per month.” As part of that colossal usage, 
Gore used enough electricity just to heat 
his swimming pool to power six aver- 
age U.S. homes for a year. Shockingly, in 
just the single month of September 2016, 
“Gore’s home consumed 30,993 kWh... as 
much energy as a typical American family 
burns in 34 months.” 
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In addition, Gore’s technological “so- 
lution” for climate change is to switch 
from fossil fuels to renewables, specifi- 
cally wind and solar. But while these 
have the appearance of being “clean,” 
they aren’t. 

For solar cells, the basic ingredient is 
quartz, which comes from mines, where 
workers may develop silicosis, a lung 
disease caused by inhaling silica dust. 
That quartz must later be refined, a proc- 
ess, according to JEEE Spectrum, “that 
happens in giant furnaces, and keeping 
them hot takes a lot of energy.” Further 
refining creates hazardous chemicals 
that can escape into the environment. In 
one case cited by JEEE Spectrum, hy- 
drofluoric acid from a solar panel manu- 
facturing facility in China contaminated 
river water, killing fish and pigs. Other 
Chinese manufacturers poured waste 
directly onto fields, “rendering those 
fields useless from growing crops and 
inflaming the eyes and throats of nearby 
residents.” 

Meanwhile, wind power, captured 
by turbines, is widely considered to be 
comparatively benign. But it isn’t per- 
fect either. Aesthetically, many consider 
it a blight on the natural landscape; it has 
a penchant for chopping up hundreds of 
thousands of birds and bats per year or 
otherwise disturbing them; and because 
wind is intermittent, it requires some ad- 
ditional technology to make up for down- 
time. This can take many forms, including 
batteries, which have their own environ- 
mental impacts. 

On these matters, there is no critical 
reflection coming from Al Gore in An Jn- 
convenient Sequel. There is no admission 
of his own profligate energy use, no appar- 
ent awareness that roaming the world in 
the luxury that he believes is his due flies 
in the face of what he advocates for the 
deplorables of the world. The film, like Al 
Gore himself, is so tone-deaf to reality as 
to be the most cringeworthy thing you’ll 
see this year. 

One or two social justice warriors will 
join a few old-line granola-crunching 
radicals to see and appreciate this film. 
The rest of us can make better use of our 
time by getting outside to enjoy whatever 
warmth of summer remains in the North- 
ern Hemisphere before the reality of win- 
ter’s ice and snow sets in once again. 
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Wedding-Reception- 
Turned-Meal-for-Homeless 


Nothing takes the sting out of a cancelled 
wedding better than the knowledge that 
the deposit is going to a good cause. Just 
ask Sarah Cummins of Indiana, whose 
cancelled dream wedding was turned into 
a fancy day of extravagance for the local 
homeless population. 

Cummins was to marry her fiance, 
Logan Araujo, at the Ritz Charles in Car- 
mel, Indiana, after a two-year engage- 
ment. One week before the event was to 
take place, however, Cummins and Araujo 
decided to call off the wedding. Besides 
the obvious sadness surrounding the de- 
cision, Cummins could not help but note 
that she and Araujo, as well as some of 
their family members and friends, were 
losing a non-refundable $30,000 deposit. 

But all was not lost. Cummins and 
Araujo decided they would put the recep- 
tion to good use. Cummins reached out 
to local homeless shelters and invited the 
residents to attend what should have been 
her wedding reception. “For me, it was an 
opportunity to let these people know they 
deserved to be at a place like this just as 
much as everyone else does,” Cummins 
told Indystar. 

When locals heard about what Cum- 
mins was doing, they reached out to offer 
their services as well. Matt Guanzon, for 
example, donated suits from his own closet 
so that guests could dress up. His good 
deed inspired others to do the same, and 
also prompted his tailor to donate several 
suits. The Gifted Gown, upon hearing of 
the event, contributed dresses and accesso- 
ries as well. Guanzon borrowed his friend’s 
cargo vehicle so that he could pick up the 
formal wear and drop it off at area shelters. 

Guests were very happy to have some- 
thing appropriate to wear for such a fancy 
occasion. 

One attendee, Charlie Allen, who has 
been at the Wheeler Mission homeless 
shelter for three months, said, “I didn’t 
have a sport coat. I think I look pretty nice 
in it.” 

And Guanzon was thrilled to have 
been able to do something nice for oth- 
ers and help Cummins make the recep- 
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tion even more special for the attend- 
ees. “We mark our lives with the good 
times and sometimes the bad, so if we 
can help out in the good times, that’s 
what we’re doing here today,” Guanzon 
said. “I’m just trying to show that even a 
little bit can help.” 

On July 15, school buses arrived at the 
Ritz Charles with dozens of homeless resi- 
dents, many of them veterans. Amazingly, 
Cummins was there to greet them before 
they dined on bourbon-glazed meatballs, 
goat cheese, and roasted garlic bruschetta 
hors d’ oeuvres. 

Cummins told Indystar that it was a dif- 
ficult decision for her to choose to attend 
the reception, but felt she had to so that 
she could take some solace in seeing oth- 
ers enjoy the reception. 

The guests danced and ate decadent 
foods, and overall had a wonderful time. 

One guest told Indystar, “For a lot of 
us, this is a good time to show us what we 
can have,” he said. “Or to remind us what 
we had.” 


Lunch Is on Her 


An anonymous woman at a Denny’s res- 
taurant in La Loma Hills, California, sur- 
prised 25 firefighters by treating them all 
to dinner. 

According to SunnySkyz.com, the fire- 
fighters had been fighting the La Cadena 
fire in La Loma Hills for six hours on July 
8 before the fire was 100-percent con- 
tained and they were finally able to break 
for a meal. 

Unbeknownst to them, an anonymous 
woman told their waitress that she would 
like to pay their tab. The total came to 
$355 for food, plus a $50 tip. She also pur- 
chased a $100 gift card to be used to buy 
dessert for the next round of firefighters. 

The woman left the restaurant before 
the firefighters even learned of her good 
deed. One Denny’s employee said that the 
woman indicated she did not want to be 
recognized for her actions. 

The Colton Fire Department was so 
touched by the woman’s kindness that 
they posted a photo of the receipt on their 
Facebook page with an explanation of 
what took place. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


The post ended, “We are all honored to 
serve the citizens of our communities.” 


Spaghetti Dinner Raises 
Funds for Local Hero 


Police Officer Mike McQuillen of Akron, 
Ohio, is known to be an intimidating pres- 
ence to wrongdoers, but a gentle and kind 
officer to the local community. So when 
he began struggling with medical issues 
in August 2016, local residents knew that 
they wanted to help. 

McQuillen’s family has been struggling 
to pay off the numerous medical bills that 
have piled up as a result of his ongoing 
medical issues. It began in August 2016, 
when McQuillen suffered an aneurysm 
while at work. Since then, he has lost both 
of his legs due to medical complications. 
Doctors are hopeful that McQuillen will 
one day walk again with the help of pros- 
thetics, but for the McQuillen family, the 
expense is overwhelming. 

The local community decided that it 
wanted to do something to assist the be- 
loved officer and Army veteran. Local res- 
idents and fellow police officers hosted a 
June spaghetti dinner to raise money for the 
family, and it proved to be very successful. 

TheSuburbanite.com reported that 
many donated their time and talents to the 
event. Police officers at the precinct do- 
nated raffle baskets, while members of the 
community donated the materials needed 
to prepare the food. Local businesses, 
such as Marshallville Packing, donated 
hamburger to create the meat sauce, while 
Giant Eagle donated 25 pounds of spa- 
ghetti. Springfield High School provided 
the kitchen and the cafeteria for the event. 
Four volunteers — Cindi Estes, Alice Wei- 
land, Julie Angerstein, and Lisa Zachocki 
— assisted with the meal’s preparation. 

In all, the dinner raised $4,600, all of 
which will go toward McQuillen’s medi- 
cal bills. Besides the incredibly important 
financial contribution the event has made to 
the family’s expenses, the event also showed 
the McQuillen family that it has the support 
and love of the local community, and some- 
times, that is even more valuable. Hi 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Though Amelia Earhart disappeared 80 years ago 
while trying to circumnavigate the globe in an airplane, 
controversy still surrounds her fate. 


by Lisa Shaw 


T: unresolved disappearance of 
Amelia Earhart, the first woman 
pilot to fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean, has drawn widespread attention 
throughout the years, and continues even 
now, 80 years later, to generate much re- 
search and great debate. 

Born on July 24, 1897, Earhart grew 
up with a love of adventure as she and 
her younger sister, Grace “Pidge,” would 
explore their neighborhood, climbing 
trees and using rifles to hunt rats. On one 
occasion, with the help of her uncle, the 
young adventurer created a makeshift 
roller coaster by connecting a ramp to the 
roof of her family’s tool shed. Complet- 
ing her creative exploit using a wooden 
box as a sled she drove down the ramp, 
she marveled to her sister, “Oh, Pidge, 
it’s just like flying!” 

In 1920, at the age of 23, Earhart would 
have her first real flight, an experience 
that would change her life forever. The 
young woman visited an airfield in Long 
Beach, California, with her father, Sam- 
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uel “Edwin” Earhart, who purchased his 
daughter a 10-minute flight. Earhart left 
that short flight with a bigger passion and 
resolve to learn to fly. She later noted, 
“By the time I had got two or three hun- 
dred feet off the ground, I knew I had to 
fly.” Over the next year, Earhart worked 
a wide range of jobs, including truck 
driver and photographer, and diligently 
saved $1,000 (over $12,000 today) to put 
toward flying lessons. 

Those lessons were not in vain, as not 
even a year later, in October of 1922, Ear- 
hart set a world record for female pilots. In 
her newly purchased biplane, nicknamed 
“The Canary,” she rose to an altitude of 
14,000 feet. Seven months later, the ambi- 
tious pilot would become the 16th woman 
to receive a pilot’s license from the Fed- 
eration Aeronautique Internationale. 

The next five years would hold obsta- 
cles for Earhart’s aviation career, as she 
was forced to sell her plane due to a lack 
of funds. However, her love for, and inter- 
est in, flying would continue. She became 
a member of the American Aeronautical 
Society in Boston, and would go on to be 


¥ 


Winged woman: Amelia Earhart with her Electra 
on March 10, 1937, shortly before the first 
unsuccessful attempted flight around the world. 


elected vice president of the chapter. Writ- 
ing articles for local newspapers advocat- 
ing flying, she gained a limited amount of 
notoriety. 

In 1928, Earhart received the extraor- 
dinary opportunity that began her fame. 
The proposition to “fly the Atlantic” along 
with pilot Wilmer Stultz was presented to 
the eager aviator. Though accepting the 
offer and the recognition of being the first 
woman pilot to fly across the Atlantic 
Ocean, she lamented, “Stultz did all the 
flying — had to. I was just baggage, like 
a sack of potatoes.” She went on, “Maybe 
someday I’ll try it alone.” 

With seeming little regard for her per- 
sonal life, Earhart ended her engagement 
to Samuel Chapman, a Boston chemical 
engineer, in 1928. She then began a rela- 
tionship with publisher George Putnam, 
who offered to help her write a book 
about her first Atlantic flight. After re- 
jecting five proposals from him, Earhart 
and Putnam eventually married in 1931, 
with Putnam organizing her national en- 
gagements and speaking tours. 

The ambitious pilot would get her wish 
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to genuinely fly across the Atlantic solo 
just four years after crossing the Atlantic 
with Stultz, as she departed from Harbour 
Grace, Newfoundland, on May 20, 1932 
bound for Paris, in an attempt to repeat 
Charles Lindbergh’s course across the At- 
lantic. Encountering weather-related diffi- 
culties, the solo female pilot instead came 
to a landing on a farm just north of Derry, 
Northern Ireland. 

This new adventure gave Earhart in- 
ternational popularity: She received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross from Con- 
gress, the Cross of Knight of the Legion of 
Honor from the French Government, and 
the Gold Medal of the National Geograph- 
ic Society from President Herbert Hoover. 

Life for Earhart would hold other mon- 
umental “firsts,” as she was the first pilot, 
man or woman, to fly solo on two addi- 
tional expeditions, first from Honolulu to 
Oakland, California, across the Pacific, 
and then from Los Angeles to Mexico 
City, and from there to New York. 

Still the daring adventurer, Earhart, 
nearing 40, set her sights higher. This time 
her focus was on becoming the first female 
pilot to fly around the world, dreaming of, 
in her words, the “one flight which [she] 
most wanted to attempt — a circumnavi- 
gation of the globe as near its waistline as 
could be.” 

Eventually, plans were put into mo- 
tion to bring about the realization of this 
dream, as in 1936 a Lockheed Electra was 
built specifically for Earhart and her new 
flight, with financing from the Purdue Re- 
search Foundation. 

Two attempts at this journey were 
made, the first being on March 17, 1937 
with crew members Fred Noonan, Cap- 
tain Harry Manning, and stunt pilot Paul 
Mantz accompanying Earhart. Problems, 
unaccounted for and disagreed upon, 
arose during takeoff, causing damage to 
the plane. Due to these issues, the flight 
was canceled. The next, and most mo- 
mentous, endeavor would occur on June 
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In the public eye: Amelia Earhart is honored with the Distinguished Flying Cross on July 29, 
1931 by U.S. Vice President Charles Curtis (left). In attendance was Governor James Rolph of 
California (right). 


1, after the repair of the plane. The only 
crew member for this trip, besides Earhart, 
would be Noonan. Of this flight Earhart 
made the foreboding conclusion, “I have 
a feeling that there is just about one more 
good flight left in my system, and I hope 
this trip is it.” 

Beginning this 29,000 mile endeavor, 
Earhart and Noonan left from Miami and 
traveled eastward about 22,000 miles be- 
fore arriving at Lae, New Guinea, on June 
29, leaving a conclusion to their journey of 
nearly 7,000 miles over the Pacific Ocean. 
After a few days of recuperating, the pair 
were last officially witnessed leaving New 
Guinea on July 2, heading toward How- 
land Island, in the Pacific. Just offshore 
of the small island was the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter /tasca, Earhart’s radio con- 
tact, along with two other U.S. ships being 
used as guides for the aviators. However, 
the duo never arrived at the island. In one 
of the last reported contacts from the Elec- 
tra, Earhart claimed they were low on fuel 


In 1920, at the age of 23, Earhart would have her first real flight, an 
experience that would change her life forever. The young woman 
visited an airfield in Long Beach, California, with her father, Samuel 
“Edwin” Earhart, who purchased his daughter a 10-minute flight. 
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and uncertain of their location, ““We must 
be on you, but cannot see you — but gas 
is running low. Have been unable to reach 
you by radio. We are flying at 1,000 feet.” 

An official search for the missing 
pair continued until July 19, 1937, and 
became the “most extensive air and sea 
search in naval history,” according to 
ameliaearhart.com. 

Further information on the circum- 
stances of the disappearance of Earhart 
and Noonan has become speculative be- 
yond the final known report, with this 
puzzling piece of history bringing about 
a variety of theories and suppositions. 
The most notable of these speculations is 
the “crash and sink” theory, asserting that 
the pilot and her navigator ran out of gas 
and crashed in the Pacific Ocean on this 
infamous flight. 

One prominent institution, the Interna- 
tional Group for Historic Aircraft Recov- 
ery (TIGHAR), advocated this theory until 
1988, when they shifted their theoretical 
course. TIGHAR, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion dedicated to promoting responsible 
aviation archaeology and preservation, is 
widely recognized for its exploration of 
the Earhart mystery. 

In November of 1988, TIGHAR 
launched the Earhart Project for the pur- 
pose of “investigating the Earhart/Noonan 
disappearance according to accepted aca- 
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demic standards and using sound scientific 
methodology,” according to its website. 

Though the group adheres to the sup- 
position that the missing aviators landed 
and eventually died on the island of Niku- 
maroro, or Gardner Island, of the Phoenix 
Islands in the western Pacific Ocean, in a 
written critical analysis entitled “Amelia 
Earhart in the Marianas: A Consideration 
of the Evidence,” it considered the theory 
that Earhart and Noonan “were captured 
somewhere in the Micronesian islands 
then under Japanese administration, and 
incarcerated on Saipan where in most ac- 
counts they died or were executed and 
were then buried.” This enduring theory, 
also known as the “Earhart-in-the-Mari- 
anas” hypothesis, according to TIGHAR, 
encompasses many different stories with 
a variety of structures and 
sources. However, all have 
seemingly reasonable evi- 
dence that the two were, in- 
deed, connected to Saipan, 
an island in the western 
Pacific Ocean. Saipan was 
taken from Japan in 1944 
by the United States. 

In a 2013 interview with 
THE NEW AMERICAN, Art 
Crino, longtime Council 
member of The John Birch 
Society, the parent organi- 
zation of THE NEW AMERI- 
CAN, shared his brief en- 
counter with this puzzling 
piece of history during his 
service in World War II. 
Serving in the Navy from 
1943-1945, Crino spent part 
of his service in Saipan. 

While stationed on the 
island in 1944, a casual 
encounter brought about 
a conversation between 
Crino and two off-duty 
Marines, wherein one of 
the officers mentioned a 
teenage girl living on the 
island who claimed to 
have witnessed what many 
assumed to be the death of 
Amelia Earhart. 

The Marine elaborated 
on the story, saying that in 
1937 the girl, then 11 years 
old, took a shortcut through 
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a sugarcane field, hiding when she heard 
Japanese motorcycles coming near. Noting 
that they had stopped near her, she looked 
toward the vehicles where she saw a white 
lady who was blindfolded in a sidecar of 
one of the motorcycles. According to the 
girl, the men took the woman to an already 
dug grave where the girl then heard a shot. 

Adding to the story, the second marine 
recounted a scene from a few days pre- 
vious: Their sergeant was on patrol and 
discovered an aluminum twin-engine air- 
plane under a canopy. As the men moved 
toward it, they were prohibited by U.S. 
guards in unusual uniforms and made to 
leave the area. 

Crino recalled newspaper writings 
after the war discrediting the Marines, 
only to witness the story again in 1990 


oe 


Far-flung exploits: Amelia Earhart is shown here with her husband, George 
Putnam, in Newark, New Jersey, on June 22, 1931, after she returned from 
her transcontinental flight to the West Coast. 


when the television program Unsolved 
Mysteries traveled to Saipan to interview 
the woman claiming to be the 11-year-old 
girl he had heard about. Then, traveling 
back to the United States, the program 
went on to interview the Marine sergeant 
who discovered the twin-engine plane. 
Crino marveled that the stories from 
the interview were identical to the ones 
shared with him 46 years before. 
Because July 2 of this year marked 
the 80th anniversary of the baffling dis- 
appearance of Earhart and Noonan, the 
History Channel took the opportunity to 
add to the compilation of conjectures, 
though taking it a step further. The A&E 
owned station promised viewers newly 
discovered, documented answers to the 
notorious event. 
Claiming the discovery of 
a “previously unknown” pho- 
tograph from the National 
Archives, former Executive 
Assistant Director of the FBI 
Shawn Henry narrated the 
dramatized broadcast, assert- 
ing that the photo was the key 
piece of evidence and would 
reveal “the biggest govern- 
ment cover-up of all time.” 
The photo, said to have 
carried the official stamp 
of the Office of Naval In- 
telligence, showed several 
people on a dock with a ship 
in the background, identified 
as the military craft Koshu 
Maru, with a barge in tow. 
Two of the people on the 
dock bore striking resem- 
blances to Earhart and Noon- 
an, and on the barge was an 
object that was said to have 
measured the same length as 
Earhart’s plane. Writing on 
the picture was said to have 
read, “Marshall Islands, 
Jaluit Atoll, Jaluit Island, 
Jaluit Harbor,” which at the 
time was owned by Japan. 
Henry claimed that this 
8 newfound information dis- 
credited the ever-popular be- 
lief that Earhart and Noonan 
crashed into the Pacific and 
were never discovered. He 
also alleged that, instead, the 
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In one of the last reported contacts from the Electra, Earhart claimed 
they were low on fuel and uncertain of their location, “We must be on 
you, but cannot see you — but gas is running low. Have been unable 


to reach you by radio. We are flying at 1,000 feet.” 


aviators were captured by the Japanese 
and held as prisoners in Saipan, which he 
would go on to demonstrate throughout 
the film. 

To bring validity to the photo in ques- 
tion, forensic analysts Doug Carner and 
Kent Gibson were called upon for exami- 
nation. They concluded that the picture 
was genuine, with no alterations, and that 
the images in question were “very likely” 
to be Earhart and Noonan. 

During the broadcast, news footage was 
recalled, and eyewitnesses and their rela- 
tives were interviewed in regard to sight- 
ings of, and information concerning, Ear- 
hart. Medic Bilimon Amaron recounted 
his story, in a 1983 interview, of assisting 
“two Americans” on a ship in Jaluit. He 
also described the man’s injuries, which 


Puddle jump after jumping the pond: A crowd gathers in 


were identical to wounds Noonan was said 
to have reported after the crash. 

In a seeming confirmation of the crash, 
Nina Paxton, an RN from Ashland, Ken- 
tucky, reportedly sent multiple letters 
to the office of Naval Intelligence after 
hearing, on her shortwave radio, com- 
munications from Earhart saying that she 
and Noonan were near Mili Atoll, and 
that Noonan had been injured and the two 
couldn’t remain there long. It was also 
claimed that records indicate Morse code 
transmissions from Earhart continued for 
up to three days after the disappearance, 
directing help to the Marshall Islands. 

Disturbingly, if accurate, this infor- 
mation would challenge the integrity of 
the last officially reported contact from 
Earhart that showed the plane still in the 


a 


Northern Ireland on May 22, 1932 to 
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see Earhart off on her flight to London after she crossed the Atlantic Ocean solo. 
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air. Even more disturbing would be the 
documentary’s claims of the U.S. govern- 
ment’s knowledge of the duo’s location, 
stating that on July 30, 1937, the very day 
the U.S. Navy publicly declared Amelia 
Earhart and Fred Noonan to be lost at 
sea, the State Department sent a letter to 
England’s U.S. ambassador reporting, 
“Evidence, which to many sources seems 
positive, indicates that Amelia Earhart 
(Mrs. Putnam) was on land the two nights 
following her disappearance.” 

However, immediately following the 
nearly two-hour documentary, informa- 
tion began to develop challenging the key 
piece of evidence — the photo — provid- 
ed by the prominent network. 

Japanese military history blogger Kota 

Yamano, not subscribing to the theory 
that the Japanese captured Earhart and 
Noonan, decided to research the claims of 
the History Channel. The history blogger 
noted that it took “just 30 minutes to de- 
bunk the documentary’s central claim,” as 
he found the alleged “newly discovered” 
photograph in a Japanese travelogue pub- 
lished two years previous to Earhart’s 
disappearance. “The photograph was first 
published in Palau under Japanese rule in 
1935, in a photo book; Motoaki Nishino, 
‘Umi no seimeisen : Waga nannyou no 
sugata.... So the photograph was taken 
at least two years before Amelia Earhart 
disappeared in 1937 and a person on the 
photo was not her,” claimed Yamano. 

The History Channel responded with a 
promise to examine the challenge: 


History has a team of investigators 
exploring the latest developments 
about Amelia Earhart, and we will 
be transparent in our findings. Ulti- 
mately, historical accuracy is most 
important to us and our viewers. 


As the travelogue had been published on- 
line by Japan’s National Diet Library, Ya- 
mano logically notes, “I find it strange that 
the documentary makers didn’t confirm 
the date of the photograph or the publica- 
tion in which it originally appeared. That’s 
the first thing they should have done.” 
Whether deliberate or in ignorance, 
this inaccurate assertion by the History 
Channel regarding the photo is unjusti- 
fied. Yet, however over-dramatized the 
documentary may have been, adding 
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more confusion to the his- 
toric enigma, it also includ- 
ed testimonies and stories 
from eyewitnesses and their 
relatives that seem to have 
historical accuracy. 

One of these stories came 
from Genevieve Cabrera, 
a local historian in Saipan. 
The historian gave an ac- 
count of her great-aunt Joa- 
quina Cabrera, who had 
been assigned to do the 
laundry for the Garapan 
prisoners. This account 
was also published by Fred 
Goerner in his 1966 book 
The Search for Amelia Ear- 
hart: “One day when I came 
to work they were there ... 
a white lady and man. The 
police never left them. The 
lady wore a man’s clothes 
when she first came. I was 
given her clothes to clean. I 
remember pants and a jack- 
et. It was leather or heavy 
cloth, so I did not wash it. 
I rubbed it clean. The man 
I saw only once. I did not 
wash his clothes. His head 
was hurt and covered with a 
bandage, and he sometimes 
needed help to move. The 
police took him to another 
place, and he did not come back. The 
lady was thin and very tired. Every day 
more Japanese came to talk with her. She 
never smiled to them but did to me. She 
did not speak our language, but I know 
she thanked me. She was a sweet, gentle 
lady. I think the police sometimes hurt 
her. She had bruises and one time her arm 
was hurt. She held it close to her side. 
Then, one day ... the police said she was 
dead with disease.” 

The disease spoken of by Cabrera was 
dysentery, as this is a very prominent as- 
sertion by many regarding the case. 

The government coverup addressed by 
the History Channel is a theory proposed 
by many others who have researched the 
mystery. In his interview with THE NEw 
AMERICAN regarding his personal recol- 
lections, Crino goes on to recount a cel- 
ebration at the Lockheed plant. The cel- 
ebration was in honor of Earhart’s niece, 
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Couple of crazies? Earhart and Noonan are shown here standing with the 
Electra in May of 1937, just before their ventured world flight on July 2. 


who had obtained a replica of the original 
Electra and had made a trip around the 
world. In attendance was an engineer 
who had worked on Earhart’s plane, and 
had been called out of retirement as a 
consultant on the replica. In an interview 
recalled by Crino, the engineer was asked 
by a reporter if the plane was an exact du- 
plicate. His answer was yes, but recalled 
the exception of the spy camera placed in 
the original. 

Goerner, as well as author Joe Klaas and 
retired Air Force officer Joe Gervais, be- 
lieved Earhart to have been on a spy mis- 
sion. In an investigative visit to Saipan in 
1960, Goerner says he was faced with a 
lack of cooperation and official denials. 

Klaas and Gervais were not initially 
suspicious of a coverup, but began to 
change their opinion due to suspicious 
behavior from officials. “The State De- 
partment was concerned in 1960 about the 


effect their interviews might 
have on U.S.-Japanese re- 
lations (Klaas, 1970:92). 
Then they say they learned 
that the Defense Depart- 
ment had a classified file on 
Amelia Earhart and heard 
from a friend at the Penta- 
gon that Ambassador Doug- 
las MacArthur and officials 
at the State Department 
were ‘all worked up’ about 
their investigations (Klaas 
1970:103-104). Their sus- 
picions were heightened, 
they say, when a member 
of the USS Colorado's 
crew who participated in 
the Earhart search declined 
to answer a question about 
searching in areas unreport- 
ed by the press at the time, 
claiming that the informa- 
tion was classified (Klaas 
1970:114),” according to 
TIGHAR. 

There were also many 
reports of photos of Ear- 
hart and other objects being 
found by military personnel 
and given to higher offi- 
cials. One example Goerner 
writes of is Ralph Kanna, 
who during the Saipan in- 
vasion was involved in the 
interrogation of prisoners. A picture was 
found in the possession of one prisoner, 
showing the missing Earhart on an air- 
field near Japanese aircraft. The prisoner 
claimed the woman in the picture had 
been captured with a male companion 
and were both executed. This photo was 
sent to the intelligence officer. 

If valid, these claims would certainly 
point to a government coverup, though the 
purpose would be unclear. 

The truth of the disappearance of Ear- 
hart and Noonan may never be known, 
as the questions surrounding this monu- 
mental mystery seem to outnumber any 
answers to be had. However, more than a 
puzzle to be solved, the uncertain ending 
of this legend is a tragedy to be lamented. 
As the History Channel’s Henry aptly ob- 
served, “People seem to think of Amelia 
Earhart as just a piece of history, like an 
artifact, but she was a human being.” 
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Mother Defends 
Children From Gang 


WSB-TV out of Atlanta reported on August 
5 about a woman who was forced to use 
armed self-defense against gang members. 
The mother, identified as Shaquita Green, 
called 911 to report a shooting that occurred 
in the early hours of August 3. Green’s hus- 
band was not home at the time of the inci- 
dent, and Green said she was home with her 
three children when a man she knew came 
to her home looking for her husband. Not 
suspecting any foul play, Green let the man, 
Javarian Mitchell, into the house. Mitchell 
then let another man, 27-year-old Keandre 
Funches, into the house. Investigators be- 
lieve that both Mitchell and Funches are 
part of a local gang and that the two men 
may have been planning some type of am- 
bush on Green’s husband. 

Marietta Officer Chuck McPhilamy told 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that, “at 
some point, Funches threatened the resi- 
dents with his own hand gun.” Green told 
WSB-TV that Funches pulled a gun on her 
and demanded that she and her children 
move to the back of the house. 

Green pleaded with Funches to stop 
what he was doing. “That’s when I stepped 
in front of them [her children] and said, 
“You don’t have to do all of that,’” she 
told WSB-TV. Law enforcement said that 
Green then grabbed a nearby loaded fire- 
arm and, out of fear for her own safety 
and the safety of her children, fired at 
Funches in self-defense. Funches was fa- 
tally wounded and died at the scene. This 
was not Funches’ first involvement with 
criminal activity: The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution reported that he had been ar- 
rested multiple times over the years and 
was involved in a 2015 incident in which 
he drew his gun on a police officer and 
fired it, only to have the gun jam. 

Green’s husband soon arrived on the 
scene, and both parents were questioned 
by arriving law enforcement. Green is not 
expected to be charged in relation to the 
shooting. Authorities did arrest Mitchell, 
whom they charged with aggravated as- 
sault with a firearm, false imprisonment, 
cruelty to children, and felony murder for 
the death of Funches. 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
I 


Green told WSB-TV that her kids were 
“traumatized” by the terrifying event but 
that they will overcome it. She expressed 
remorse over the loss of life, but said that 
she was left with no other option. “I thank 
God it played out the way it did. I hate 
that someone had to lose their life, but he 
shouldn’t have come and brought his a** in 
my house, excuse my language,” she said. 


“That’s Just Texas” 


WTSP reported out of Harris County, Texas, 
on August | about a 60-year-old woman 
who exemplified the old saying “Don’t 
mess with Texas!” The woman was home 
alone when two intruders barged into her 
house. The two suspects were armed when 
they entered the home, but the woman was 
able to retrieve her own pistol and open fire 
on the men. They had entered the house 
through an open garage door before being 
confronted by the woman. 

After she fired at the suspects several 
times, they fled from the house. One of 
the men collapsed in her front yard with 
a serious gunshot wound. The other sus- 
pect hopped a fence and escaped, leaving 
his injured accomplice to die. Authorities 
soon arrived at the scene, where they dis- 
covered the body of the fatally wounded 
suspect lying in the yard. 

Neighbor Cathy Hanks told WTSP that 
she wasn’t surprised by the woman’s ac- 
tions. “It’s the state of Texas. If you’re 
going to go into someone’s home, you’re 
going to get shot,” she said. 

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office is 
still looking for the second suspect, and is 
confident he will be found soon. The fe- 
male homeowner was not injured, and law 
enforcement officials said that her actions 
appeared justified. 


Apartment Shootout 


The Daily Commercial reported on July 31 
that an attempted burglary at an apartment 
resulted in a violent shootout in Clermont, 
Florida. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office 
was called to Raintree Apartments after 
receiving reports of multiple shots being 
fired. Twenty-nine-year-old Luis Robles- 
Carmona was home in his apartment with 


his wife when he was awakened by some- 
one knocking on his door around 3 a.m. 
He was suspicious since it was so early 
in the morning, so he grabbed his loaded 
handgun. When he opened the door slight- 
ly, he saw a gun pointing back at him. 
The person on the other side of the door 
began to force his way into the apartment. 
Robles-Carmona pushed back against the 
door, and the would-be intruder fired his 
weapon, sending a bullet whizzing past 
Robles-Carmona’s face. Robles-Carmona 
fired back, hitting the intruder. The intrud- 
er, later identified as 22-year-old Aswad 
Velazquez, collapsed to the floor and 
began groaning, owing to his injury. The 
wounded Velazquez got back to his feet, 
so Robles-Carmona fired at him again. 
Three men who were waiting outside then 
ran up and grabbed Velazquez and car- 
ried him down a flight of stairs. One of 
the accomplices fired at Robles-Carmona 
as he retreated. Police believe the same 
accomplice also fired at a neighbor who 
opened her door to check on the commo- 
tion. Robles-Carmona immediately called 
911 to report what happened, adding that 
he had no clue why he was targeted or who 
the attackers were. 

Police said that the men who had fled 
the apartment complex with the injured 
Velazquez took him to a nearby medical 
facility where they told hospital staff that 
Velazquez was injured in a drive-by shoot- 
ing. A police officer at the hospital told the 
men that they needed to talk to authorities 
and ordered them to wait for the investiga- 
tors to arrive. Police brought Robles-Car- 
mona to the hospital, where he identified 
the three men as the same ones involved in 
the attack at his apartment. Velazquez was 
later pronounced dead from his gunshot 
wounds. Police eventually identified the 
three accomplices as Velazquez’ brother, 
19-year-old Isiah Velazquez; 18-year-old 
Tareak Ilarreza; and 22-year-old Lawrence 
Alexis. Authorities charged all three men 
with armed burglary, second-degree mur- 
der under the state’s felony murder rule, and 
two counts of attempted murder. Alexis was 
also charged with aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon for allegedly shooting at the 
neighbor. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Mandatory Minimum- 
wage Hikes Once Again 
Hurt Their Supposed 
Beneficiaries 


ITEM: The Washington Post pointed out 


that recent studies regarding the impact of 


Seattle 5 minimum-wage increase have led 
to different conclusions. As the Post put it: 


A study by economists at the Univer- 
sity of Washington in June found that 
raising the hourly minimum wage to 
$15 cost low-wage workers in Seattle 
$125 a month because employers re- 
duced hours and let workers go. 

A different study from the Univer- 
sity of California at Berkeley found 
no job losses for low-income Seattle 
restaurant workers when their wages 
increased to $13 an hour. 


The Post went on to say, “Despite decades 
of debate about raising the minimum wage 
— which proponents say improves the 
lives of low-wage workers and decreases 
the amount taxpayers spend on services 
such as Medicaid and food stamps — 
economists, politicians, and business and 
labor organizers have no consensus about 
its long-term economic impact.” 

ITem: The New York Times for June 26 
reported: “Three years ago, Seattle be- 
came one of the first jurisdictions in the 
nation to embrace a $15-an-hour mini- 
mum wage, to be phased in over several 
years. Over the past week, two studies 
have purported to demonstrate the effects 
of the first stages of that increase — but 
with starkly diverging results.” 

The “first study,” noted the Times, was 
the product of “a team of researchers at 
the University of California, Berkeley.” It 
supported, said the paper, “the conclusion 
of numerous studies before it, that increas- 
ing the minimum wage up to a level that 
is about half or less of an area’s typical 
wage leads to at most a small reduction in 
employment.” 

“By contrast, the second study, which 
a group of researchers at the University 
of Washington released on Monday, sug- 
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Does the good outweigh the bad? Though some people do get raises when minimum-wage 
rates are increased, it’s also true that many workers’ hours are cut, many are laid off, and more 
are not hired in the first place. Meanwhile, costs become too much for many businesses to bear. 


gests that the minimum wage has had a far 
more negative effect on employment than 
even skeptics of minimum-wage increases 
typically find.” 

Item: Politico for May 25 reported that 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D- 
Calif.) had just “vowed to take up a $15 
minimum wage in the first 100 hours of the 
next Congress if Democrats take back the 
chamber next year.” 

CORRECTION: The fact that an issue such 
as the minimum wage has been “debated” 
for some time doesn’t mean that a sentient 
individual with a modicum of common 
sense — we are not here talking about 
Mrs. Pelosi — can’t recognize certain ob- 
vious facts of life. 

Among these: Mandated minimum-wage 
hikes particularly hurt low-skilled workers. 
And an employer cannot be forced to pay 
workers more than the value they add to 
the business, at least not for the long term, 
and remain a successful enterprise. Sadly, 
governments can force employers to give 
raises, but there is still no free lunch. This 
will come with a cost — perhaps in jobs 
lost outright or through employment hours 
cut or with fewer opportunities. 

The Post and Times reportage gives the 
impression, especially to the casual reader, 
that this is just another academic political 


dispute — the type that is often (as the old 
saying goes) so vicious and bitter because 
the stakes are so low. 

Yet the stakes are higher than they might 
seem. Mandated wage boosts have been 
championed widely by leaders of the Dem- 
ocratic Party (and by many Republicans 
too). When Vermont’s socialist Senator 
Bernie Sanders was running for the Demo- 
cratic presidential nomination, a $15-an- 
hour minimum wage was one of his key 
platform planks. Nancy Pelosi is now vow- 
ing (or threatening) to impose it nationally. 

The Post is in the middle of this subject 
in part because of a local issue in a nearby 
Maryland county. Surprisingly, consider- 
ing the paper’s left-wing proclivities, the 
Post has not sided (at least at this point) 
with the more radical side. The paper has 
even cited the results of a study commis- 
sioned by the (outgoing) head of Mont- 
gomery County in Maryland that con- 
cluded that the county would lose about 
47,000 jobs by 2022 if it were to raise the 
minimum to $15 an hour. The hike is being 
pushed by a potential successor. 

The Post s editors have taken note of the 
146-page report conducted by the Phila- 
delphia-based economic consulting group 
PFM. (Lest readers think that the Post has 
been suddenly stricken with horse sense 
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or objectivity, don’t worry; the paper has 
also given plenty of ink to those attacking 
the methodologies of the study.) Neverthe- 
less, below is the paper’s summary of the 
critical study. The analysis determined that 


the proposed higher wage would in- 
deed yield benefits for low-wage 
workers who received it, in the form 
of reduced stress, greater food security 
and better mental health. Employers, 
in turn, could benefit from their work- 
ers’ improved morale, in the form of 
higher productivity. However, there 
would be offsetting costs and they 
could be substantial: a loss of almost 
47,000 jobs and $396.5 million in 
total income by 2022, due to work- 
ers’ being priced out of the job market 
by the higher minimum wage. This 
would spell a reduction of nearly $41 
million in expected county tax revenue 
between fiscal 2018 and fiscal 2022; 
meanwhile, the county government’s 
payroll costs would go up $10 million. 


As the newspaper also admits, “The re- 
sults of similar experiments elsewhere in 
the country should also give boosters of 


$15 per hour in Montgomery more pause 
than it apparently does.” 

The mandated hike in Seattle has gotten 
considerable attention. Here’s a rundown 
about the University of Washington (UW) 
findings, as written by Vanessa Brown 
Calder for /nvestor ’s Business Daily: 


into a $125 average decline in low- 
wage employees’ earnings per month. 
Other estimates in the paper suggest 
that the minimum wage is associated 
with 5,000 jobs lost in Seattle. 

The study’s results are important 
to the policy debate. The impacts are 


A few years ago, Seattle decided to 
increase its minimum wage from 
$9.47 to $15 per hour. Worker unions 
and activists applauded the move, 
and hoped to leverage the momentum 
on the national level. No doubt some 
of the law’s supporters were well- 
intentioned; they also predicted the 
law would help low-wage workers. 

But intentions aside, compelling 
new research suggests Seattle’s mini- 
mum-wage law harmed poor workers 
significantly. A University of Wash- 
ington study released Monday indi- 
cates that the move from an $11-per- 
hour minimum wage to a $13-per-hour 
minimum wage in Seattle was associ- 
ated with a more-than-9% cut in low- 
wage workers’ hours. 

This is a loss of 3.5 million hours 
worked per quarter, and translates 
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negative and substantially larger than 
those reported in previous minimum- 
wage studies. This could be because 
the researchers have finer data; 
Washington is one of the only states 
that collects wage and hour micro- 
data, which hypothetically allow for 
more careful analysis. 


This is more than a Montgomery County 
or Seattle issue: NPR pointed out earlier 
this summer that dozens of city and coun- 
ty governments have voted to raise their 
local minimum-wage ordinances in recent 
years. Meanwhile, “states have been re- 
sponding by passing laws requiring cities 
to abide by statewide minimums. So far, 
27 states have passed such laws,” said one 
public radio program in July. 

And, yes, there are those who want to hush 
up unpleasant verities. One is the mayor of 
Seattle, who commissioned a study whose 
opposing finding was predictable, with the 
timing of the out-of-state rebuttal or “pre- 
buttal” deliberately calculated to appear a 
few days before the analysis from the Uni- 
versity of Washington was released. 

And, no, academics and economists are 
not necessarily wedded to fair-mindedness. 
Who needs evidence when you can depend 
on left-wing ideology? Its findings contra- 
dicted the then-coming University of Wash- 
ington study, which found that Seattle’s in- 
creased minimum wage had been costly to 
low-skilled workers and hurt employment 
numbers. The mayor’s office “also explicit- 
ly asked Berkeley economist Michael Reich 
to remove all mentions of the University 
of Washington study so as not to aid in its 
dissemination,” noted Jack Crowe for the 
Daily Caller News Foundation. 

The evidence of that UW study was re- 
vealing — and incriminatory. It exposed 
facts that progressives prefer not to pub- 
licize. This includes validation that (even 
in a flourishing city) the imposition of a 
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Experience leads to raises: Only about 1.5 percent of the American workforce is paid the 
minimum wage, according to Antony Davies, an associate professor of economics. Moreover, 


relatively few actually work at that level very long. About two out of three get a raise within a year. 


minimum wage — called a “price floor” 
by economists — tends to hurt some more 
than others. Among those to suffer are the 
unskilled, inexperienced, and young. 

The proofs were particularly compelling 
when it came to the study’s “blunt data and 
simple survey results,” commented Salim 
Furth, a Ph.D. who is a research fellow in 
macroeconomics at the Heritage Founda- 
tion. “When asked in early 2016, almost 
half of affected employers, including multi- 
site companies, said that they had reduced 
full-time minimum wage employment in 
the past year.” And, writes Dr. Furth, “Lo 
and behold, single-site companies in Seattle 
had 6,000 fewer jobs paying below $19 per 
hour in 2016 than they had in 2014. The 
same companies added 50,000 jobs paying 
$19 an hour or more.” The statistics con- 
firm, as Furth writes, “that the obvious inter- 
pretation is correct: low wage workers have 
been completely left out of Seattle’s boom.” 

If it takes academic studies to convince 
doubters about the ills of mandated mini- 
mum-wage increases, there are plenty. 

In a refutation of a previous contention 
on PBS.org last fall, Veronique de Rugy 
observed that the purported good inten- 
tions of minimum-wage supporters were, 
at the least, misguided: 


An extensive survey of decades of 
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minimum-wage research, published 
by William Wascher of the Federal 
Reserve Board and David Neumark 
of the University of California, Irvine, 
in the 2008 book “Minimum Wages,” 
generally found a | percent or 2 per- 
cent reduction for teenage or very low- 
skill employment for each 10 percent 
minimum-wage increase. The non- 
partisan Congressional Budget Office 
also calculated that an increase in the 
federal minimum wage from its cur- 
rent level, $7.25 an hour, to $10.10 per 
hour would cost about 500,000 jobs. 


—————— EE 
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De Rugy, a senior research fellow at the 
Mercatus Center at George Mason Univer- 
sity, had many such examples: 


A recent calculation by James Sherk, 
a labor economist at the Heritage 
Foundation, finds that $15 mandates 
would eliminate about 9 million jobs 
nationwide. Unskilled workers like 
those working at fast-food restaurant 
stand to lose the most from the hike. 
Based on a national average — not 
restricted to a high-cost city such 
as Washington or San Francisco — 
Sherk estimates that a $15 minimum 
wage would cause a 36 percent drop 
in hours worked in fast-food chains. If 
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you’re wondering why more and more 
McDonald’s restaurants in the United 
States are atomizing, like they already 
did in Europe, wonder no more. 


The use of large numbers may mask the 
wounds of individuals affected. Here is 
what happened to some of the folks who 
found out, personally, what happens when 
that proverbial government official knocks 
on the door and says he is there to help. 
Writing in the Washington Times, Richard 
Berman offered a litany in March. Some ex- 
amples, such as these, were from Arizona: 


In Flagstaff, Ariz., which passed a $15 
starter wage on Election Day, numer- 
ous small businesses have recently 
been forced to lay off employees, cut 
hours or close altogether because of 
the associated labor cost increases. 
Satchmo’s BBQ had to lay off two em- 
ployees. Cultured Yoghurt dessert shop 
and Country Host restaurant have both 
shut down. And Hozhoni Foundation, 
which provides care for people with 
disabilities, said it will also close this 
summer and lay off its 150 employees 
if it cannot get additional state funding 
to cover the minimum wage’s costs. 

Across the state of Arizona, which 
passed a $12 starter wage on Elec- 
tion Day, similar consequences are 
occurring. Schlomo and Vito’s New 
York Delicatessen and Pizza Kitchen 
in Tucson is closing, laying off 43 
employees, because of the 49 percent 
wage hike. Owner Dean Greenberg 
said, “I hired so many kids that I 
coached that is what’s sad.” 

Jeremy Barnes, owner of software- 
testing company Digital Dream Forge 
in Scottsdale, is looking to move his 
business to another state, terminating 
most of his 50 employees in the proc- 
ess, because of the wage hike. 


That is what is likely to happen if they do 
have a job. Under current trends, many tar- 
gets of progressive policies will get laid 
off, have their hours slashed, or never get 
hired in the first place. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY ALEX NEWMAN 


The UN Paris Agreement on Climate Still Alive 


limate realists, hold 
the champagne! 
While the Trump ad- 


ministration notified the Unit- 
ed Nations that the U.S. gov- 
ernment eventually intends to 
withdraw from the controver- 


sial global body’s “climate or 


change” regime known as the AY "FO R T-H-E'P:L-A N ET , 


UN “Paris Agreement,” there 
is much more to the story. 

Indeed, serious concerns 
remain among climate realists 
and opponents of the UN’s 
pseudo-treaty, including the 
fact that the Trump adminis- 
tration indicated in its official 
correspondence a desire to 
rejoin the climate pact. 

Also troubling to the president’s supporters has been the de- 
cision not to withdraw from the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Leaving the UNFCCC climate 
regime would dramatically speed up the process of withdrawing 
from the unconstitutional Paris scheme negotiated by Obama. 
Already, federal law prohibits sending it any money. But by 
withdrawing, Trump could immediately fulfill his campaign 
pledges to “cancel” Paris. 

On top of all that, the Trump administration acts as if the Paris 
deal, which was never ratified by the U.S. Senate as required for 
treaties under the U.S. Constitution, is somehow binding. Under 
the Paris accord, governments and dictators that signed up are 
supposedly not allowed to give notice of withdrawal for three 
years. The U.S. government accepts that it cannot exit until after 
the 2020 election. 

In a letter sent to the UN chief by U.S. Ambassador to the UN 
Nikki Haley, the lack of seriousness was clear. “Unless the Unit- 
ed States identifies suitable terms for reengagement, the United 
States will submit to the Secretary-General, in accordance with 
Article 28, paragraph | of the Agreement, formal written notifica- 
tion of its withdrawal as soon as it is eligible to do so,” she said. 

Much of the media missed the subtleties, but the UN and its 
leadership did not. “The Secretary General welcomes any ef- 
fort to reengage in the Paris Agreement by the United States,” 
explained UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ spokesman 
Stéphane Dujarric. 

In a statement put out on August 4 by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment, it became even more clear that the Trump administration 
was open to remaining under the Paris Agreement “if the United 
States can identify terms that are more favorable to it, its busi- 
nesses, its workers, its people, and its taxpayers.” 

“The United States supports a balanced approach to climate 
policy that lowers emissions while promoting economic growth 
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and ensuring energy secu- 
rity,” the note said, a sharp 
contrast to Trump’s campaign 
rhetoric blasting the climate 
“hoax” and vowing to “can- 
cel” the UN scheme. In its 
statement, the State Depart- 
ment continued playing along 
with the erroneous notion that 
CO, emissions are somehow 
“dirty” or “polluting.” In re- 
ality, CO, is known to all le- 
gitimate scientists as the “gas 
of life.” Human emissions of 
CO,, meanwhile, make up 
a fraction of one percent of 
all the greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere. The Trump 
EPA has still not reversed the 
Obama EPA’s ludicrous finding that CO, is “pollution.” 

Adding insult to injury, the State Department said it would 
continue participating in the UN’s global “international climate 
change negotiations and meetings, including the 23rd Confer- 
ence of the Parties (COP-23) of the UN Framework Conven- 
tion on Climate Change, to protect U.S. interests and ensure all 
future policy options remain open to the administration.... Such 
participation will include ongoing negotiations related to guid- 
ance for implementing the Paris Agreement.” 

Establishment globalists involved in the climate movement 
celebrated the developments. The Obama State Department’s 
“lead climate lawyer,” Susan Biniaz, was practically gloating 
in a post at Columbia Law School’s “Sabin Center for Climate 
Change Law.” Among other facts, Biniaz, a “Senior Fellow” at 
the globalist UN Foundation, pointed out that the actions taken 
so far do not even constitute an official notice of withdrawal. 
Instead, the letter is a legally meaningless and totally unneces- 
sary “notice of intent to withdraw.” 

Of course, Biniaz neglects to mention that even if the UN 
scheme, described by Obama as an “executive agreement,” had 
been ratified by the Senate, the U.S. government cannot grant it- 
self new powers beyond those delegated in the Constitution sim- 
ply by adopting a treaty. In case common sense was not enough 
to realize that, the Founders made it clear, as did the Supreme 
Court as recently as 1957 in Reid v. Covert. 

It is true that the EPA has started the process of reining in 
some of the Obama administration’s most lawless “regulations” 
on CO, — a crucial element of U.S. involvement in the UN 
scheme. But the U.S. government remains deeply involved in 
the UN’s climate fraud, even though the Trump administration 
could quash American involvement tomorrow if it wanted to. 

If the president is going to fulfill his promises, he has a lot of 
work to do still. 
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